Gearing  up  for 
October  actions 


As  the  entire  Quilt  is  displayed  in  D.C.  for  the 
final  time ,  AIDS  activists  plan  demonstrations 
across  the  country 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  AIDS  activists  in 
nearly  20  U.S.  cities  are  gearing  up  for  a 
series  of  actions  on  Oct.  6  that  they  hope  will 
be  felt  at  both  the  local  and  national  levels. 
Timed  to  coincide  with  the  last  showing  in 
its  entirety  of  the  NAMES  Project’s  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  in  Washington,  D.C.,  the 
day  of  actions  around  the  country  will  range 
from  educational  events  to  demonstrations 
and  acts  of  civil  disobedience. 

The  actions  will  be  carried  out  primarily 
by  groups  that  belong  to  the  loosely-knit 
AIDS  Coalition  to  Network,  Organize,  and 
Win  (ACT  NOW).  At  the  Fifth  Interna¬ 
tional  AIDS  Conference  held  in  Montreal 
this  summer,  ACT  NOW  representatives 
scheduled  the  network’s  goals  for  the  year, 
with  the  October  actions  being  first.  Instead 
of  trying  to  mobilize  activists  to  one  place  — 
like  last  year’s  Washington  actions,  which 
included  both  a  conference  and  a  huge  civil 
disobedience  at  the  national  offices  of  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  —  the  ACT 
NOW  representatives  decided  this  October’s 
actions  should  be  locally  organized  but 
timed  to  coincide. 

“We  knew  it  was  not  within  our  power  to 
do  something  like  the  scale  of  last  year  [in 
D.C.],”  said  ACT  NOW  coordinator 
Arawn  Eibhlyn.  He  said  that  in  addition  to 
giving  local  groups  a  lot  of  autonomy  in 
organizing  their  own  actions  Oct.  6,  ACT 
NOW  wanted  to  recognize  the  limited  re¬ 
sources  of  groups  far  from  the  East  Coast. 

Many  of  the  local  groups  have  tailored 
their  actions  to  bring  local  attention  to  na¬ 
tional  issues.  Several  groups  have  scheduled 
all  or  part  of  their  activities  at  each  city’s 
federal  building.  For  example,  Floridian  ac¬ 
tivists  in  Orlando  and  Ft.  Lauderdale  will 
target  their  local  federal  buildings  to  de¬ 
mand  testing  and  release  of  promising  treat¬ 
ments  for  HIV  and  AIDS-related  opportu¬ 
nistic  infections.  (HIV  is  a  virus  thought  by 
many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.) 

Over  100  demonstrators  are  expected  to 
be  arrested  in  a  massive  civil  disobedience 
planned  at  the  Los  Angeles  federal  building. 
ACT  UP/Los  Angeles,  ACT  UP/Long 
Beach,  and  the  Orange  County  Visibility 
League  have  combined  efforts  to  shut  down 
the  building  Oct.  6. 

Up  the  coast,  the  ACT  UP  chapters  in  San 
Francisco,  the  East  Bay  and  San  Francisco 
State  University  will  combine  federal  and 
local  issues.  They  will  march  from  the  feder¬ 
al  building  to  the  U.S.  Mint  there,  ending  up 
in  the  Castro  district. 

According  to  Eibhlyn,  the  protesters  will 
demand:  that  the  federal  government  in¬ 
stitute  a  coherent  national  emergency  pro¬ 
gram  to  respond  to  the  AIDS  crisis;  that  full 
funding  be  provided  to  end  the  epidemic,  in¬ 
cluding  treatments,  education,  and  a  redir¬ 
ection  of  military  spending  towards  health 
care;  and  that  the  city  of  San  Francisco  live 
up  to  its  self-promotion  as  a  “beacon  of 
liberalism”  and  model  city  responding  to 


AIDS.  Eibhlyn  said  the  finale  in  the  Castro 
will  include  the  formation  of  a  “human 
quilt.” 

In  Boston,  the  local  ACT  NOW  member 
organization,  MASS  ACT  OUT,  is  strug¬ 
gling  to  remain  active  and  has  no  plans  to 
participate  in  the  Oct.  6  coordinated  events. 
But  the  local  ACT  UP  chapter  is  gearing  up 
for  an  ambitious  action  on  Oct.  1 1  that  they 
“would  like  to  see  viewed  as  part  of  the  na¬ 
tional  actions,”  according  to  member 
Steven  Busby. 

Although  the  group  has  operated  fairly 
autonomously  from  ACT  NOW,  Busby  said 
ACT  UP/Boston  “want[s]  to  cooperate 
within  what’s  convenient  for  us.” 

The  Oct.  11,  action,  which  will  take  place 
at  the  Dartmouth  Street  footbridge  at  the 
Esplanade  on  the  Charles  River,  will  have 
the  theme  “Scream  bloody  murder,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Busby.  He  said  the  issues  raised 
at  the  demonstration  will  be  broad  and  na¬ 
tional  in  scope.  “We  want  to  look  at  the 
level  at  which  society  is  willing  to  provide 
services  to  people  who  need  them,”  he  said. 

‘  ‘As  an  AIDS  group,  we’re  concentrating  on 
AIDS  as  the  issue  that  points  up  the  failure 
of  the  system,”  said  Busby,  but  “health  care 
and  the  social  service  spectrum”  are  also  on 
the  agenda. 

At  presstime,  other  cities  scheduled  for 
actions  Oct.  6  include:  Atlanta;  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan;  Chicago;  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  New 
Orleans;  Dallas  and  Austin,  Texas;  Denver; 
Sonoma  County,  Calif.;  Portland;  Seattle; 
Pittsburgh;  and  Washington,  D.C. 

Many  agendas  in  D.C. 

Last  October,  the  nation’s  capital  was  the 
site  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  focused 
moments  in  the  AIDS  activist  movement  to 
date.  This  year,  with  the  diffused  nature  of 
the  ACT  NOW  agenda,  Washington  won’t 
be  the  only  city  making  headlines.  However, 
several  events,  not  necessarily  linked,  will 
coincide  in  D.C. 

The  event  around  which  the  ACT  NOW 
actions  are  coordinated  is  the  final  display 
of  the  Quilt  in  its  entirety.  Dan  Sauro  of  the 
NAMES  Project  told  GCN  that  the 
logistical  and  financial  burdens  of  showing 
the  huge  memorial  had  become  too  great, 
hence  the  decision  to  make  the  display  in 
Washington  the  last  for  the  whole  Quilt. 
Sauro  added,  however,  that  the  NAMES 
Project  will  continue,  that  panels  will  still  be 
added,  and  that  portions  of  the  Quilt  will 
continue  to  be  displayed. 

The  final  showing  of  the  whole  Quilt  will 
begin  on  Oct.  6,  with  the  traditional  un¬ 
folding  of  the  sections  and  reading  of  the 
names.  Sauro  said  the  Quilt  displayed  will 
include  10,848  panels,  memorializing  the 
nearly  60,000  people  in  the  U.S.  who  have 
died  of  AIDS.  The  entire  Quilt  will  be  on 
display  Oct.  6,  7,  and  8. 

Sauro  said  he  expected  similar  numbers  of 
Continued  on  page  3 


Activists  decry  award 

Small  but  vocal  crowd  protests  ADL  ceremony  for  BU 
president 


By  Jim  Kiely 

BOSTON  —  Over  100  Jewish  activists, 
gay  men  and  lesbians,  feminists  and 
students,  carrying  signs  and  chanting, 
assembled  at  Boston  University  (BU) 
September  25  to  express  outrage  over  an 
award  ceremony  being  held  in  honor  of 
John  Silber,  BU’s  president.  At  the  cere¬ 
mony.  the  New  England  chapter  of  the 
Anti-Defamation  League  of  the  B’nai  B’rith 
(ADL)  presented  Silber  with  its  Distinguish¬ 
ed  Public  Service  Award  despite  his  stands 
against  unions,  gay  and  lesbian  rights,  AIDS 
education,  women’s  rights  and  reproductive 
freedom. 

Last  year  the  ADL  met  similar  opposition 
when  it  gave  a  humanitarian  award  to  Ber¬ 
nard  Cardinal  Law,  whose  record  on  civil 
rights  is  in  many  ways  identical  to  Silber’s. 
Relations  between  the  organization  and  the 
community  were  further  strained  this  year 
by  a  statement  made  by  Barbara  Kosouske, 
Assistant  Director  of  Development  for  the 
ADL,  in  an  interview  with  GCN  two  weeks 
ago.  Kosouske  said  that  a  primary  reason 
Silber  was  chosen  for  the  award  was  because 
the  ADL  was  aware  of  the  amount  of  money 
some  people  would  pay  to  attend  his  award 
ceremony.  (See  GCN,  September  17-23, 
1989.) 

At  the  protest,  author  and  Jewish  gay  ac¬ 
tivist  Warren  Blumenfeld  began  a  series  of 
speeches  that  were  delivered  from  a  podium 
adorned  by  a  yellow  Star  of  David  and  a 
pink  triangle.  “For  some  of  us,”  he  said, 
“this  is  the  second  year  in  a  row  that  we  have 
come  together  to  protest.”  He  then  stirred 
the  crowd  by  asking,  “What  public  is  [Sil¬ 
ber]  providing  distinguished  public  service 
to?. ..[the]  gay  and  lesbian  [public]?”  The 
audience  responded  with  a  loud  “NO”  after 
Blumenfeld  reminded  them  that  Silber  has 
likened  homosexuality  to  bestiality  and 
pederasty,  refused  to  prohibit  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  gay  and  lesbian  students,  facul¬ 
ty  and  staff  and  BU,  and  blocked  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  condom  dispensers  on  campus. 

Blumenfeld  was  met  by  cheers  when  he 
said,  “I  am  proud  to  be  gay  and  I  am  proud 
to  be  a  Jew.”  He  also  referred  to  the  history 
of  homophobia  and  anti-Semitism  and  said 


“gays  and  Jews  are  natural  allies.”  After 
surveying  the  crowd  and  noting  its  diversity 
and  common  purpose,  Blumenfeld  stated 
“To  John  Silber  and  the  ADL,  I  say 
l’chaim!  To  life!”  In  response,  the  crowd 
shouted  “l’chaim!” 

Amy  Lee,  co-chairperson  of  the  BU  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Alliance  and  an  organizer  of 
the  protest,  later  roused  the  crowd  with  a 
presentation  that  was  both  humorous  and 
angry.  Using  a  copy  of  Silber’s  new  book, 
Shooting  Straight:  What  is  Wrong  with 
America  and  How  to  Fix  It,  as  a  prop,  Lee 
spoke  about  Silber’s  sexism  and  homopho¬ 
bia.  (In  the  book,  Silber  argues  that  the 
social  “acceptance”  of  homosexuality  has 
led  to  a  decaying  of  American  morality  and 
that  feminists  are  responsible  for  husbands 
abandoning  their  wives  and  refusing  to  pay 
child  support.)  With  book  in  hand,  Lee  told 
the  crowd,  “In  a  speech  given  one-and-a-half 
years  ago,  Silber  said  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  date  rape.”  And  she  added  that 
Silber  has  called  the  city  of  Boston  “nuts” 
for  protecting  the  civil  rights  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  In  disgust,  Lee  tossed  Silber’s 
book  on  the  ground. 

Barrett  Brick,  executive  director  of  the 
World  Congress  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jewish 
Organizations,  maintained  the  tone  set  by 
Lee.  He  admitted  to  being  “a  little  confus¬ 
ed”  about  how  the  ADL,  as  a  national  or¬ 
ganization,  could  publicly  support  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  while  its  New  England  chapter 
gave  Silber  a  public  service  award.  He  told 
the  crowd  that  apparently  “the  New 
England  ADL  has  run  renegade  from  na¬ 
tional  ADL  policy.”  And  he  added,  “It  is 
time  for  the  ADL  to  return  to  [the]  tradi¬ 
tional  Jewish  custom”  of  honoring  the 
rights  of  all  people. 

In  response  to  the  ADL’s  decision  to 
award  Silber  in  order  to  raise  money  for 
itself,  Brick  said  “As  a  Jew,  I  am  shocked  to 
the  core  that  the  ADL... doesn’t  care  from 
whose  body  a  pound  of  flesh  is  taken.”  At 
the  end  of  his  speech.  Brick  brought  the 
crowd  to  a  roar  when  he  said,  “As  a  public 
servant,  John  Silber  is  distinguished  only  by 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“The  continuation  of  Barney  Frank  as  a 
congressman  from  Massachusetts  is  a  dis¬ 
grace  to  that  body  where  the  need  for 
morality  and  statesmanship  is  great. 

“I  suggest  Massachusetts  adopt  the 
slogan  ‘The  Gay  State’  for  its  vehicular 
license  plates.  That  would  be  appropriate 
because  only  Massachusetts  elects  known 
gays  to  the  congress.  The  state  is  a 
disgrace.” 

—  Paul  W.  Stimson,  former  con¬ 
gressional  aide,  in  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
Boston  Globe. 


Boston  hosts  les/gay 
soccer  tournament 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  Twelve  gay  and 
lesbian  teams  from  the  U.S.  and  Canada 
will  compete  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Soc¬ 
cer  Championship  here  Columbus  Day 
weekend,  October  7-9.  The  third  interna¬ 
tional  gay  and  lesbian  soccer  tournament  is 
being  organized  and  sponsored  by  Boston’s 
gay  male  team,  The  Strikers,  the  city’s  les¬ 
bian  team,  the  P’s  &  Q’s  (Pinkos  and 
Queers),  and  GAMIT  (Gays  at  MIT). 

Men’s  teams  from  New  York,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Denver,  Seattle,  San  Francisco,  and 
Los  Angeles  will  join  the  Strikers’  two 
squads,  while  a  women’s  team  from  Toron¬ 
to  will  join  the  P’s  &  Q’s,  members  of 
Boston’s  Ultraviolets  and  a  women’s  team 
from  New  York. 

Teams  will  compete  in  over  25  games  on 
three  athletic  fields  at  MIT.  The  opening 
ceremonies  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m.  Saturday, 
October  7.  Championship  rounds  will  be 
played  on  Monday.  In  addition  to  the  soccer 
action,  special  evening  activities  are  also 
planned.  For  more  information,  contact 
Bob  at  983-5153,  Eric  at  423-0929,  or  Karin 
at  625-0670. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Fundamentalist  fails 
to  crush  gay  pride 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  A  Christian  fun¬ 
damentalist  group  here  is  calling  for  a  ban 
on  the  1990  Gay  and  Lesbian  Mardi  Gras, 
Sydney’s  annual  pride  march.  The  Reverend 
Fred  Nile  and  his  group  Festival  of  Light 
(FOL)  have  conducted  a  pro-decency  cam¬ 
paign  in  rural  areas  of  the  New  South  Wales 
(NSW)  for  several  months  now.  The  cam¬ 
paign  is  to  culminate  in  a  “Cleansing  March 
of  Witness  for  Jesus”  on  October  2  during 
the  Labour  Day  holiday  weekend. 

Nile,  a  member  of  the  NSW  parliament, 
called  a  press  conference  Sept.  14  to  an¬ 
nounce  details  of  the  anti-gay  march.  Gay 
and  lesbian  activists  heard  about  the  press 
conference  only  a  couple  of  hours  before, 
but  they  were  able  to  turn  out  30  people  who 
disrupted  Nile’s  speech.  Gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  waved  placards  which  read  “People 
who  have  wet  dreams  should  be  castrated” 
and  “Defend  Jimmy  Bakker,”  and  five  Sis¬ 
ters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence  in  habit  loudly 
beat  a  large  bass  drum.  Nile  was  devastated 
because  the  lesbians  and  gay  roen  captured 
all  of  the  attention  from  the  media. 

Gay  and  lesbian  activists  plan  a  light¬ 
hearted  response  to  the  FOL  march.  They 
will  line  the  march  route  with  hundreds  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  dozens  of  affinity 
groups.  Afterwards,  they  are  planning  to 
have  a  gay  picnic  in  the  park. 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

Gay  bars  accused  of 
racism 

CHICAGO  —  The  local  ACT  UP  chapter 
here  held  an  anti-racism  demonstration  in 
the  center  of  the  city’s  gay  district,  the 
Halstead  strip,  in  August.  Activists  said  that 
some  of  the  15  gay  bars  located  in  the  area 
infrequently  card  white  people,  while  often 
insisting  on  several  photo  IDs  from  Black 
customers,  according  to  the  Philadelphia 
Gay  News. 

Club  LaRay,  the  only  club  on  the  strip 
that  encouraged  patronage  from  Black  peo¬ 
ple,  was  recently  shut  down  for  alleged  drug 
trafficking. 

About  70  activists  blocked  traffic  and 


marched  through  the  part  of  the  strip  that 
has  the  highest  concentration  of  bars.  Out¬ 
side  Christopher  Street,  a  video  dance  club, 
protesters  told  the  crowd  which  had  gather¬ 
ed  that  the  bar  limited  the  number  of  Black 
people  allowed  inside  and  that  the  bar 
demanded  multiple  IDs  from  Black  people 
who  wanted  to  enter  alone  or  in  a  group  of 
all  Black  people.  Five  employees  and  a 
bouncer  met  the  group  on  the  sidewalk.  The 
demonstrators  decided  not  to  enter  the  club 
just  as  four  police  cars  arrived.  The  officers 
herded  them  onto  the  sidewalk  and  the 
protest  slowly  fizzled. 

Christopher  Street’s  manager  denied  the 
group’s  accusations  and  said  “There  is  no 
truth  whatsoever  to  the  allegations... we  are 
here  for  the  whole  community.  We  even  get 
straight  people.” 

□  Deirdre  O’Neill 

Media  watchdog 
group  begins  in 
Boston 

BOSTON  —  About  20  people  met  Sept. 
18  to  charter  the  Boston  chapter  of  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation 
(GLAAD).  The  local  group  is  affiliated  with 
New  York/GLAAD. 

GLAAD  “advocates  the  fair  treatment  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  media,  by  public 
officials,  and  in  corporations,  churches  and 
schools.”  The  first  GLAAD  meeting  here 
focused  on  the  treatment  by  the  straight 
press  of  the  Barney  Frank  scandal,  the  Don¬ 
na  Summer  controversy,  and  developing 
strategies  for  organizing  and  coalition¬ 
building. 

The  group  will  meet  twice  a  month  on 
Mondays  at  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Service 
Center.  For  more  information,  call 
868-0416. 

□  Bill  Mulkern 


Thatcher  sets  back 
AIDS  work  in 
London 

LONDON  —  Prime  Minister  Margaret 
Thatcher  and  the  British  government  dealt 
two  massive  blows  against  people  with 
AIDS  and  people  who  are  HIV  positive  in 
September.  Thatcher  first  arbitrarily 
cancelled  a  study  on  sexual  habits  and  then 
disbanded  the  special  Cabinet  “AIDS  com¬ 
mittee.” 

The  survey  was  to  have  been  the  most 
comprehensive  study  ever  conducted  on 
British  sexual  behavior.  Thatcher  claimed 
that  the  research  didn’t  “justify  asking  peo¬ 
ple  intimate  questions  about  their  personal 
lives.”  Her  logic  is  questionable  considering 
that  in  the  recent  past,  Thatcher  has  serious¬ 
ly  contemplated  introducing  universal  ID 
cards  and  compulsory  “AIDS  testing.”  She 
is  currently  seeking  to  place  every  adult  in 
the  country  on  a  poll  tax  computer. 

Many  observers  say  that  the  real  reason 
behind  the  recent  setbacks  is  that  Thatcher  is 
ignoring  AIDS  in  hopes  that  it  will  just  go 
away.  She  doesn’t  want  the  full  scale  of  the 
problem  to  be  revealed,  An  editorial  in  a 
new  British  newspaper,  the  Sunday  Corres¬ 
pondent,  said  “In  1986,  Thatcher  was  per¬ 
suaded  that  AIDS  threatened  the 
nation... today  she  is  obsessed  with  crack.... 
While  she  is  quite  happy  to  have  an  acknow¬ 
ledged  adulterer  in  her  cabinet  [Cecil  Par¬ 
kinson],  she  knows  that  her  party  base  is 
strongest  among  the  kind  of  Tories  who 
would  rather  pretend  that  AIDS  does  not 
exist.” 

Lesbian  and  gay  rights  workers,  and 
members  of  the  medical  profession  had 
generally  supported  the  voluntary  survey. 
Jim  Wilson  of  the  Terrence  Higgins  Trust, 
Britain’s  leading  AIDS  service  organization, 
commented  “We  have  been  denied  a  vital 
tool  in  the  fight  against  AIDS  and  HIV  in¬ 
fection,  which  may  eventually  cost  lives 
right  across  the  board.  For  example,  the 
study  would  have  highlighted  the  existence 
of  anal  sex  in  heterosexual  relationships.  It 
was  a  brave  thing  to  attempt  in  the  current 
‘moral’  climate.” 

□  Roger  Moody 


NEW  1989  EDITION 


i  ‘“FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  1989’  IS  A 
«  HOOT,  TICKLE  AND  GUFFAW!  IT  HAS 
SEEN,  IS,  AND  WILL  GO  ON  BEING 
_OS  TON’S  BEST  OFF  BROADWAY 

MUSICAL!”  —  Arthur  Friedman,  Boston  Horald 


“DELIGHTFULLY  ENTERTAINING, 
WICKEDLY  WITTY  EVENING  OF 
MUSICAL  SATIRE!" 

-Mat  Schaotfor,  KISS-IOB 


“THE  LAUGHS  GET 
LOUDER  AND  LONGER!’’^ 

-Frank  Dolan,  WEEI  Radio 


357-8384 

DINNER  SHOW 
PACKAGES 


^FORBIDDEN  HOLLYWOOD 


GROUP  RATES  426-6444  542-1701 


THE  TCRRhCE  ROOM  W  THE  BOSTOM  PhRK  PlfcZh 


HEALING  SERVICES 
FOR  ALL  AFFECTED 
BY  AIDS 


For  persons  with  AIDS 

For  their  families  and  friends 

For  those  in  the  healing  professions 

For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 

For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 

For  all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

Oct.  10th,  7:30  PM 
St.  Jean  the  Evangelist  Church 
|  253  Watertown  Street 
Newton,  Mass. 

Co-sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical 
Taskforce  on  AIDS 

For  more  information: 

(617)  628-7665 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 
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FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  ■  Helpline 
■  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  ■  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-2001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-757? 
medical  •  business 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  647-267-OQCO 
counseling  •  research  •  educatfor. 


Call  now  for  LIVE  ACTION— 


1 •900*999*8500 

_ (95<  1  tt  nh»l> _ 


50C  each  additional  minute) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


Women9 s  Ice  Hockey 

New  Team  Forming 
For  Valley  Sports 
Women’s  League 

Now  Recruiting 
For  Fall  1989 


Cail  (617)  863-5607  for  Info. 


THE  FEDERATION 
OF 

PARENTS  &  FRIENDS  of  LESBIANS  &  GAYS 


EIGHTH 

INTERNATIONAL  CONVENTION 

OCTOBER  20  -  23,  1989 

THE  NOVI  HILTON 
NOVI  (DETROIT),  MICHIGAN 


usrnHfHg  •  CEJW&Civtg  •  Lovvxg 

PLENARY  SESSIONS  -  WORKSHOPS  -  SPEAKERS 
AUTHORS  -  BANQUET  -  KEYNOTE  SPEAKER 
ENTERTAINMENT-  DANCING 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 
CALL  OR  WRITE 

PARENTS  FLAG  /  DETROIT 

P.O.  BOX  145 
FARMINGTON,  MI  48332 

(313)  478-8408 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION: 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 
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Historic  pride  event 
disrupted 

As  gay  men  and  lesbians  march  for  the  first  time  in 
Orange  County,  fundamentalists  heckle  and  jeer 


Celebrating  Center  opening,  Sept.  21.  (L  to  R)  back  row:  John  Nicoli,  John  Graves,  Steve  Melvard, 
Mark  Christofi;  middle  row:  Brian  Rafanelli,  Laelia  Mitchell;  front  row:  Mark  Walsh,  Carrol  Wessling, 
Janet  Kyle,  Steve  Kyle,  Ann  Sanders 

Lesbian/Gay  Center  opens 
with  big  splash 

New  offices  provided  for  local  groups  as  Center 
organizers  look  toward  the  future 


By  Jim  Kiely 

BOSTON  —  In  a  sea  of  power  suits  and 
tweed,  fruit  kabobs  and  cocktails,  elbow- 
rubbers  and  activists,  some  700  people 
gathered  on  September  21  to  celebrate  the 
opening  of  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ser¬ 
vice  Center  at  338  Newbury  Street.  In  each 
of  the  Center’s  ten  rooms  and  narrow 
hallway,  the  temperature  and  humidity 
soared  as  the  crowd  laughed,  kibitzed  and 
toasted  the  future.  Someplace  in  the  back¬ 
ground,  it  was  rumored,  there  played  a 
string  quartet. 

The  Center  was  established  to  provide  15 
social,  political  and  spiritual  organizations 
with  office  space  and  an  opportunity  to  net¬ 
work  with  one  another.  There  are  also 
two  conference  rooms  at  the  Center,  which 
can  be  rented  by  outside  groups  for  public 
or  private  functions. 

In  a  speech  delivered  at  the  opening  by 
Ann  Sanders,  Mayor  Flynn’s  liaison  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  and  a  co¬ 
founder  of  the  Center,  the  opening  was  call¬ 
ed  “momentous.”  “For  the  first  time,” 
Sanders  said,  “members  of  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  have  a  common  place  to 
meet  and  find  out  who  each  other  is  and 
what  we  are  all  about.”  Sanders  was  cheered 
loudly  when  she  thanked  everyone  in  atten¬ 
dance  for  the  “outpouring  of  support  and 
cooperation  that  have  made  all  this 
possible.” 

The  formation  of  the  Center  is  the  culmi¬ 
nation  of  three  years  of  work  by  two  groups 

—  one  headed  by  local  gay  activist  John 
Graves  and  the  other  by  Sanders. 

According  to  Graves,  in  the  winter  of 
1986-87  he  helped  form  a  group  that  was  in¬ 
corporated  as  the  Boston  Center  for  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  Men.  After  obtaining  tax- 
exempt  status  from  the  federal  government, 
the  two  goals  of  the  group  were  to  obtain 
financial  assistance  from  gay  and  lesbian 
organizations  and  to  locate  office  space  that 
could  accommodate  their  needs.  However, 
since  the  group  had  little  money  of  its  own, 
the  two  goals  were  at  odds  with  each  other. 
Graves  said  “On  the  one  hand,  we  needed 
money  from  organizations  to  rent  office 
space;  on  the  other  hand,  no  organization 
would  donate  until  they  had  the  space.” 

One  of  the  problems  facing  the  group  was 
the  price  of  real  estate  in  Boston.  For  in¬ 
stance,  Graves  said,  they  considered  renting 
2,000  square  feet  of  office  space  in  a 
building  on  Berkeley  Street,  before  finding 
out  that  the  rent  was  $25/square  foot. 

According  to  Graves,  in  early  1989  there 
was  a  breakthrough  when  Harry  Codings, 
of  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
came  onto  the  scene.  While  searching  for 
room  into  which  the  Fenway  could  expand 
its  offices,  Codings  stumbled  upon  a  vacan¬ 
cy  on  Newbury  Street  that  was  far  cheaper 
than  the  one  on  Berkeley  Street.  Shortly 
after  Graves  was  told  of  the  vacancy,  Larry 
Basile,  owner  of  the  Chandler  Inn  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  provided  seed  money  to  cover  the  rent 
for  two  years. 

With  the  group’s  initial  space  and  finan¬ 
cial  problems  resolved,  a  new  problem  arose 

—  finding  organizations  interested  in  setting 
up  shop  on  Newbury  Street. 

Enter  Ann  Sanders.  Last  spring,  Sanders 


formed  a  committee  that  generated  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire  and  sent  it  to  local  organizations. 
Each  organization  had  to  be  community- 
based  and  responsive  to  the  needs  of  gay 
men  and/or  lesbians  to  qualify  for  space  in 
the  Center.  A  few  months  later,  the  commit¬ 
tee  piled  through  the  questionnaires  that 
had  been  filled  out  and  returned  and  decid¬ 
ed  which  organizations  would  be  allotted  of¬ 
fices.  They  were:  ACT  UP/Boston;  Boston 
Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY); 
Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association  (BILGA);  Bisexual  Men’s  Net¬ 
work;  Bisexual  Women’s  Network;  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Committee;  Free¬ 
dom  Trail  Band;  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater 
Boston;  Girth  and  Mirth;  the  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance; 
Massachusetts  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men;  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Political  Caucus;  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church;  Positive  Directions;  and 
Profile  Productions. 

“The  only  reason  that  the  Center  happen¬ 
ed,”  Sanders  told  GCN,  “is  because  it  was  a 
group  effort.”  Although  Graves  had  been 
working  on  establishing  a  community  center 
two  years  before  Sanders,  Codings  and 
Basile  became  involved,  Graves  said  that  no 
competition  erupted  between  them.  Graves 
said  “Factions  never  formed. ..there  was 
great  respect  and  appreciation  between  all 
of  us.”  Sanders  agreed.  “People’s  talents 
and  abilities  came  into  play  at  different 
times,”  she  said.  “All  of  us  contributed  what 
we  could  when  we  could.” 

Although  the  Center  has  just  opened,  its 
management  is  hoping  that  some  day  it  will 
be  able  to  move  to  larger  quarters.  John 
Nicoli,  president  of  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater 
and  Boston  and  acting  manager  of  the 
Center,  told  GCN,  “The  response  from  the 
community  has  been  so  positive  that  we’re 
already  outgrowing  the  facilities.”  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  Center  members  holding  weekly 
meetings  and  scheduling  public  events, 
Nicoli  said  that  outside  organizations  such  as 
the  National  Organization  for  Women  and 
Am  Tikva  have  scheduled  functions  at  the 
Center.  “Space  will  be  getting  tight,”  Nicoli 
said,  “so  I  hope  that,  somewhere  down  the 
road,  the  Center  will  be  able  to  find  an'  old 
school  or  some  other  building  that  Boston 
no  longer  wants  so  we’ll  be  able  to 
relocate.” 

Sanders  shares  that  hope,  but  she  said 
that  any  expansion  of  the  Center  should  be 
done  with  deliberation.  “I  think  that  we’ve 
started  out  in  a  relatively  small  space  is 
good,”  Sanders  said,  “because  it  will  give  us 
time  to  smooth  things  out,  to  raise  money 
and  establish  our  credibility.  After  that  is 
done,  we’ll  know  who  we  are  and  where  we, 
as  a  community  organization,  want  to 
go.”  □ 

For  more  information  about  the  Center  or 
to  schedule  an  event,  cal I  John  Nicoli  at 
(617)  247-2927,  or  write  The  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Service  Center,  338  Newbury 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115. 


By  Gunther  Freehill 

SANTA  ANA,  Calif.  —  Confrontations 
between  gay  and  lesbian  pride  participants 
and  fundamentalist  counter-demonstrators 
led  to  six  arrests  Sept.  10  during  the  first  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  pride  festival  ever  held  here. 
Organized  by  the  Orange  County  Cultural 
Pride  (OCCP),  the  festival  and  march  have 
been  the  focus  of  controversy  for  several 
months  as  Rev.  Lou  Sheldon  and  his  “Tra¬ 
ditional  Values  Coalition”  spearheaded  op¬ 
position  to  the  event. 

Supporters  of  the  event  recalled  that  at 
the  July  17  meeting  of  the  Santa  Ana  City 
Council,  Sheldon  threatened  to  muster 
enough  supporters  to  create  the  need  for  a 
massive  police  presence  at  the  festival. 

Sheldon’s  group  assembled  in  the  park  to 
hold  a  protest  and  news  conference  Satur¬ 
day,  Sept.  9.  Confronted  by  angry  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  Sheldon  retreated  and  talked 
to  reporters  individually,  accusing  “militant 
homosexuals”  of  depriving  him  of  his  civil 
rights. 

On  Sunday,  Sept.  10,  the  parade  route 
was  sprinkled  with  groups  of  counter¬ 
demonstrators  who  carryed  signs  denounc¬ 
ing  gay  men  and  lesbians,  and  shouted 
slogans.  One  young  woman,  dressed  as  a 
cheerleader  and  sporting  pom-poms,  carried 
a  sign  that  asked,  “G-A-Y?  Got  Aids  Yet?” 
Others  wore  Nazi  insignia,  and  one  woman 
encouraged  a  child  of  about  eight  to 
repeatedly  shout  “Faggot!”  There  were: 
reports  of  dirty  diapers  and  urine-filled 
balloons  tossed  at  march  participants;  three- 
inch  spikes  and  broken  windshields  littered 
the  parking  lot.  “I’ve  seen  these  people 
before,”  said  one  march  participant,  “but 
never  have  I  seen  it  this  bad.” 

Following  the  parade,  a  group  of  about 
fifty  gay  men  and  lesbians,  including  mem¬ 
bers  of  ACT  UP  chapters  in  Los  Angeles, 
San  Francisco  and  Long  Beach,  the  Orange 
County  Visibility  League  (OCVL),  Radical 
Faeries  and  Vegetarian  Anarchists,  headed 

Actions 

Continued  from  page  I 

people  to  view  the  Quilt  this  year  as  did  last 
October,  when  250,000  made  the  trip  to  the 
Ellipse  to  view  the  massive  memorial. 

While  the  Quilt  is  not  affiliated  with  ACT 
NOW,  the  NAMES  Project  is  supportive  of 
the  actions  that  will  be  taking  place,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Sauro.  He  said  that  the  organizations 
have  “different  styles,”  but  that  their 
“message  is  the  same.”  He  said  the  NAMES 
Project  would  distribute  information  about 
the  ACT  NOW  actions  to  the  press  who  at¬ 
tend  the  Quilt  display,  in  an  effort  to  link 
the  events. 

The  local  ACT  NOW  affiliate,  OUT!,  has 
called  for  a  Day  of  Mourning,  Night  of 
Rage,  on  the  6th,  according  to  OUT!  mem¬ 
ber  Eve  Faber.  She  said  the  group  would 
focus  on  the  federal  government,  respon¬ 
ding  to  George  Bush’s  recent  call  for  a  war 
against  drugs  with  an  AIDS  activist  call  to 
wage  a  war  for  drugs.  Faber  said  the  action 
will  be  held  at4,WpW^:,,5w' 

Another  event  that  will  bring  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  to  Washington  that  weekend  —  which 
is  unrelated  to  the  ACT  NOW  actions  or  the 
Quilt  —  is  the  massive  Housing  Now!  march 
and  rally.  Organizers  for  the  event,  schedul¬ 
ed  for  October  7,  expect  hundreds  of  thous¬ 
ands  of  activists  from  around  the  country  to 
attend  the  mobilization  around  housing  and 
homelessness  issues. 

In  addition  to  being  endorsed  by  several 
lesbian  and  gay  and  AIDS  organizations,  a 
large  contingent  of  activists  from  ACT 
UP/New  York  are  planning  to  participate  in 
the  rally.  Although  some  of  the  ACT 
UP/NY  members  plan  to  attend  and  sup¬ 
port  the  OUT!  action,  their  primary  motiva¬ 
tion  for  going  to  D.C.  is  the  housing 
mobilization.  Eric  Sawyer,  a  member  of 
ACT  UP’s  Caucus  to  House  Homeless 
PWAs  Now,  told  GCN  the  caucus  had 
organized  a  contingent  of  “at  least  four 
busloads”  of  people  who  will  go  to  Wash¬ 
ington  to  raise  the  issues  of  AIDS  housing  in 
New  York. 

“We’re  hoping  to  finally  get  the  problem 
of  homelessness  for  PWAs  out  into  the 
media  and  recognized  as  a  national  pro¬ 
blem,”  said  Sawyer,  adding  that  the  group 


towards  the  area  where  the  fundamentalists 
were  standing  in  order  to  stage  a  “kiss-in.” 
Kiss-ins  have  been  held  earlier  this  year  at 
the  gay  pride  marches  in  Long  Beach  and 
Los  Angeles  without  incident. 

Immediately,  mounted  police  used  their 
horses  to  trample  the  gay  people,  who  sat  in 
a  circle  and  chanted  “Cops  just  try  it; 
Stonewall  was  a  riot.”  A  fundamentalist 
jumped  into  the  circle  and  began  to  shout 
that  AIDS  was  God’s  punishment  on  homo¬ 
sexuals.  As  he  left,  escorted  by  other  fun¬ 
damentalists,  the  lesbians  and  gay  men 
followed. 

After  a  brief  chase  across  the  park,  the 
police  indicated  a  line  that  was  not  to  be 
crossed.  They  ordered  the  gay  and  lesbian 
activists  to  drop  their  signs  because  they  said 
the  signs  were  potential  weapons.  The  police 
refused  to  order  the  fundamentalists  — 
some  of  whom  had  joined  the  police  line  — 
to  drop  their  signs.  The  police  drew  their  riot 
sticks,  and  began  to  beat  women  and  the  gay 
men  they  described  as  “weird  looking.” 
Two  members  of  the  Radical  Faeries  and 
one  other  gay  man  were  arrested.  Police 
later  arrested  three  fundamentalists.  All  six 
were  charged  with  interfering  with  an  of¬ 
ficer,  and  released. 

The  reaction  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  in  southern  California  has  been  mix¬ 
ed.  The  Log  Cabin  Republican  Club  of 
Orange  County,  a  gay  group,  passed  a 
resolution  denouncing  ACT  UP/Los 
Angeles  for  its  “violent  behavior,”  and  did 
not  mention  violence  committed  by  either 
police  or  fundamentalists. 

At  an  emergency  meeting  of  the  OCCP 
board  following  the  incident,  President 
Janet  Avery  announced  that  OCCP  is  con¬ 
ducting  an  internal  investigation,  and  re¬ 
quested  that  any  photographs  or  videotapes 
of  the  incidents  be  turned  over  to  OCCP.  As 
of  press  time,  both  OCVL  and  ACT  UP/LA 
have  declined  to  surrender  photographs.  □ 


would  also  agitate  to  “get  the  federal 
government  off  its  butt  in  providing  housing 
for  PWAs.” 

Sawyer  said  the  group  wants  to  have  a 
homeless  PWA  from  New  York  address  the 
rally  in  Washington.  He  said  he  hoped  that  a 
member  of  a  homeless  group  in  New  York 
called  Anger  Into  Direct  Action  (AIDA) 
would  be  chosen  to  speak  in  order  to  address 
the  experience  of  being  a  homeless  PWA  in 
•  New  York  —  the  city  with  the  largest 
number  of  homeless  PWAs. 

Although  the  Housing  Now!  organizing 
committee  has  committed  to  having  a 
homeless  PWA  address  the  crowd,  whether 
that  person  will  be  from  AIDA  remains  to 
be  seen.  Jim  Cain,  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Housing  Now!  march,  told  GCN  the 
final  decision  on  speakers  for  the  rally 
would  be  made  Oct.  2.  Cain  said  it  was  also 
not  clear  whether  an  openly  gay  person 
would  be  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  event. 

Meanwhile,  another  group  is  planning  to 
gather  before  the  Housing  Now!  march  and 
join  it  in  pr’ogrfe'ss.  According  to  Hyde,  who 
has  recently  become  involved  in  the  Housing 
Now!  activities,  a  coalition  of  peace  and 
social  justice  organizations  calling  itself  the 
Lavender  Stripe  will  meet  at  the  Pentagon 
South  parking  lot  at  10  a.m.  to  rally  and  join 
the  march  later.  The  group  came  together, 
she  said,  because  the  Housing  Now!  de¬ 
mands  failed  to  say  that  funding  to  remedy 
the  housing  crisis  should  come  from  the 
military  budget. 

National  network  gaining  strength 

Eibhlyn  said  the  coming  actions  are 
“very,  very  important,”  for  ACT  NOW,  in 
terms  of  “the  level  of  visibility”  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  are  attempting  to  project  nationally. 
He  said  the  Oct.  6  actions,  along  with  the 
other  plans  ACT  NOW  has  set  for  the  year, 
are  part  of  an  “ambitious”  agenda  for  an 
organization  trying  to  grow. 

In  addition  to  the  October  actions,  he 
said,  the  group  sketched  plans  for  a  national 
action  in  Chicago  in  April  and  for  the  Sixth 
International  Conference  on  AIDS  in  San 
Francisco  in  June.  The  Chicago  action,  he 
said,  will  be  a  milestone  because  it  will  be  the 
first  national  action  in  “the  Heartland.” 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Openings: 
Art  Director 

Available  immediately.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred. 

Staff  Writer/Circula¬ 
tion  Co-Coordinator 

Available  in  October/November.  Research, 
investigate  and  write  news  stories  about 
Boston/New  England  and  also  stories  with  a 
national  scope.  May  include  some 
analytical/feature  writing  as  well.  Share 
responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and  pro¬ 
cessing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and 
ability  to  write  several  stories  under  weekly 
deadline  pressure.  Knowledge  of  local/na¬ 
tional  lesbian  and  gay  community  and  issues 
helpful.  Strong  organizational  and  record 
keeping  skills  and  knowledge  of  data  entry 
and/or  computers  also  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  October  6,  1989 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  and  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  either  position:  Please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

GCN  Job  Search  Committee 

62  Berkeley  Street 

Boston,  MA  021 16 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Disabled  dykes  picket  lesbian 
festival 

Dear  GCN: 

Advertised  as  an  accessible  event,  the  first 
East  Coast  Lesbian  Festival  was  in  fact  an 
unsafe  event  for  all  women,  but  disabled 
women  especially.  Knowing  this,  an  ad  hoc 
group  of  disabled  women  and  their  support¬ 
ers  met  with  the  festival  organizer,  Lin 
Daniels,  prior  to  the  festival.  During  these 
negotiations,  the  organizer  agreed  to  certain 
terms  and  conditions:  that  the  ad  hoc  group 
could  hold  an  informational  picket,  that  a 
statement  about  safety  would  be  read  to  the 
women  from  the  stage,  that  a  notice  would 


be  posted  in  registration  advising  women 
that  the  land  was  not  accessible,  and  that 
community  buildings  and  workshops  would 
be  ramped.  She  promised  an  atmosphere  of 
cooperation  and  negotiation  in  good  faith. 

After  picketing  all  day  Friday,  after  a 
woman  attending  the  event  was  injured  in 
the  accessible  camping  area  that  night,  after 
the  health  care  tent  set  up  by  the  accessible 
area  was  found  not  staffed,  and  after 
women  were  denied  health  care,  the 
picketers  decided  to  ask  attendees  not  to  go 
into  the  festival.  When  it  became  obvious 
that  attendees  were  not  turning  away,  the 
picketers  decided  to  block  the  road.  While 
no  cars  were  actually  prevented  from  using 
the  road  (a  main  public  road  running 
through  the  campsite)  they  were  accused  by 
the  campground  owner  of  preventing  two  of 
his  employees  from  picking  up  their  pay- 
checks.  He  then  said  he  was  calling  the 
police.  Because  of  this  and  the  new  know¬ 
ledge  that  the  traffic  was  being  rerouted,  the 
picketers  decided  to  move  their  line  up  to  the 
registration  area. 

Lin  Daniels  had  earlier  agreed  to  a 
meeting  at  1:00,  but  due  to  the  changes  in( 
the  picket  line,  the  picketers  decided  to  hold 
a  community  meeting  and  two  women  went 
through  the  land  announcing  the  meeting. 
Other  women  spread  the  word  that  disabled 
lesbians  were  being  threatened  with  arrest.  It 
was  a  frightening  time  when  three  officers 
and  the  chief  arrived  prepared  to  arrest  the 
women.  Very  quickly  a  crowd  formed  and 
some  women  of  color  worked  fast  to  find 
ways  to  prevent  the  arrests.  One  of  these 
ways  was  to  raise  money  to  buy  tickets  so  the 
protesters  could  legally  get  onto  the  land. 
Soon  five  women  of  color  were  found  who 
were  willing  to  put  up  the  money.  This 
wasn’t  acceptable  to  the  festival  organizers, 
however,  so  an  agreement  was  reached  be¬ 
tween  the  police  and  the  protesters  that  if 
they  stayed  out  of  the  road  (didn’t  block 
traffic)  they  could  hold  their  meeting  for 
one  hour,  speaking  to  women  gathered  on 
the  land. 

This  meeting,  which  lasted  almost  2‘/z 
hours,  allowed  the  protesters  to  tell  the 
assembled  women  (about  150  to  200 
women)  what  another  inaccessible  event 
meant  to  them  about  being  denied  par¬ 
ticipation,  what  an  unsafe  space  is  and  why 
it  is  every  woman’s  responsibility  to  change 
the  situation.  The  women  gathered  asked 
questions  that  ranged  from  thoughtful  to  in¬ 
ane  and  comments  like  “aren’t  women  like 
you  more  likely  to  sue  the  organizers  if  you 
are  hurt  on  the  land”  and  “don’t  you  want 
to  come  on  the  land  now  so  you  can  sue?” 
Craftswomen  expressed  their  distress  at  the 
possibility  of  losing  their  livelihoods  if  the 
festivals  were  shut  down.  The  protesters  and 
their  defenders  in  the  crowd  (there  were 
many)  addressed  these  questions  and  com¬ 
ments  as  understandably  as  they  could. 

Different  compromises  were  suggested 
such  as  the  purchase  of  tickets  or  a  work  ex¬ 
change  agreement  but  none  were  accepted 
by  the  festival  organizers.  A  list  of  demands 
was  drawn  up,  it  was  discussed  and  finally 
an  agreement  was  reached  where  there 
would  be  another  workshop  held  at  4:30. 
Each  woman  attending  the  current  meeting 
was  asked  to  go  back  onto  the  land  and 
recruit  one  or  two  more  women  for  the  4:30 
workshop.  By  now,  the  police  presence  had 
been  reduced  to  one  officer  and  the  chief. 

"At  4:3ft  about  40-60  women  came  to 
listen.  The  protesters  had  asked  that  this  not 
be  a  dialogue  but  that  women  listen  and 
learn.  The  group  talked  to  the  assembled 
women  about  accessibility  issues,  sensitivi¬ 
ty,  networking,  ableism  and  support.  The 
attendees  were  receptive  to  what  was  said. 
They  were  also  asked  to  go  back  to  their 
communities  and  challenge  their  producers 
of  women’s  culture  to  make  sites  accessible 
for  all  lesbians. 

_  Diane  Hamer 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Easy  to  get  in,  but  hell  to  get 
out 

Dear  GCN: 

About  two  years  ago  I  wrote  a  letter  to 
GCN,  which  ran  under  the  title:  ‘Coming 
out,  need  a  place  to  stay’. 

I  received  a  very  nice  letter  from  two 
women  in  Cal.  and  I  must  admit  I  thought 
all  my  fears  about  getting  started  again  were 
over.  They  stood  by  me  for  two  years  and  1 
feel  in  a  way  they  did  time  right  along  with 
me,  the  waiting  for  parole,  the  ups  and 
downs. 
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I’ve  been  up  for  parole  twice  since  I  met 
them  and  turned  down  both  times.  I  feel  like 
this  last  turn  down  was  the  last  straw  that 
they  could  take  and  I  guess  I  can’t  blame 
them.  We  have  went  our  separate  ways  and 
to  keep  contacting  them  I  don’t  feel  it  is 
right  when  I  don’t  hear  from  them  anymore. 

I  understand. 

So,  I  am  turning  to  you  again  to  ask  if 
maybe  there  is  someone  out  there  who 
would  get  to  know  me  and  consider  helping 
me  find  a  place  to  go  and  get  started  again 
when  I  eventually  get  out.  I  go  up  for  parole 
in  May,  1990,  for  the  third  time  and  once 
again  all  I  can  do  is  hope.  It’s  not  a  sure- 
thing,  but  I  know  there  must  be  someone 
out  there  willing  to  help  me  get  on  my  feet. 
The  saying  in  here  is,  ‘It’s  easy  to  get  in,  but 
hell  to  get  out.’  I  feel  that  with  elections  over 
I’ll  have  a  better  chance. 

I  still  need  a  friend  out  there  even  if  I 
don’t  make  parole.  Any  letters  are  welcome 
from  any  state.  I  have  no  reason  to  stay  in 
Virginia.  If  there  are  any  halfway  houses 
you  know  of  that  might  help,  please  have 
them  get  in  touch. 

Thank  you, 
Susan  Bailey 

_  Box  1 

■  Goochland,  VA  23063 

Who  stands  to  gain  the  most 
by  bringing  Frank  down? 

Dear  GCN: 

Those  who  are  calling  for  Barney  Frank’s 
resignation  are  wrong,  wrong,  wrong. 

They  are  wrong  because  the  sex  life  of  a 
public  servant  —  if  nothing  else  —  ought  to 
be  private.  Salacious  curiosity  aside,  there  is 
no  “right  to  know”  about  what  may  happen 
between  consenting  adults  unless  it  has  an 
adverse  effect  on  their  exercise  of  public 
business. 

Calling  for  Barney  Frank’s  resignation  is 
wrong  because  nothing  has  been  determined 
by  the  body  which  has  jurisdiction,  the 
Flouse  of  Representatives.  No  witnesses 
have  been  called,  no  evidence  has  been  in¬ 
troduced,  no  refutations  or  explanations 
have  been  offered  before  the  bar.  Congress¬ 
man  Frank  is  simply  being;  “tried”  in  the 
media.  That  he  made  grievous  errors  in  per¬ 
sonal  judgment  is  not  in  question,  but  it 
ought  to  be  the  voters  of  the  4th  Congres¬ 
sional  District  who  decide  whether  or  not 
those  errors  justify  dismissal  rather  than  a 
reckless  fourth  estate. 

Telling  Barney  Frank  to  resign  because  he 
might  harm  the  causes  and  interests  he  has 
so  nobly  represented  all  these  years  is  wrong 
because  it  is  completely  out  of  scale  with  the 
“crime,”  and  because  it  does  not  go  be¬ 
neath  the  surface  to  what  is,  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood,  at  the  root  of  this  scandal.  Why  has 
no  one  asked  what  prompted  Steve  Gobie, 
the  self-proclaimed  heterosexual 
Washington  prostitute  in  question,  to  come 
forward  at  this  particular  time?  Could  it  be 
because  Congressman  Frank,  in  response  to 
vicious  Republican  anti-gay  attacks  on  the 
Flouse  Democratic  leadership,  threatened  to 
reveal  the  identities  of  some  of  his  closeted 
Republican  colleagues?  Methinks  the  taint¬ 
ed  hand  of  Republican  Party  chairman  Lee 
Atwater  doth  reveal  itself  again. 

The  media’s  focus  on  squalid  personal 
aspects  of  this  egregiously  unfortunate  af¬ 
fair  is  one  of  the  most  disheartening  ex¬ 
amples  of  pack  journalism  in  recent  memory 
and  hypocritically  plays  into  the  hand  of 
those  people  who  have  been  doing  to  the 
whole  country  what  the  Congressman  ap¬ 
parently  did  with  Steve  Gobie.  The  question 
to  be  asked  is  not  whether  Barney  Frank 
made  some  serious  mistakes,  because  he  has 
admitted  that.  Instead,  we  need  to  ask  who 
stands  to  gain  the  most  by  bringing  him 
down. 

Sincerely, 
Michael  Calmes 
Boston,  Mass. 

Come  on  out! 

Dear  GCN: 

This  coming  October  1 1  is  National  Com¬ 
ing  Out  Day.  Imagine  if  every  lesbian  and 
gay  in  the  United  States  were  completely  out 
and  open  to  their  families,  friends,  cowork¬ 
ers  and  community.  You’d  see  people  you 
never  thought  to  be  gay  or  lesbian! 

Imagine  the  political  advancements  that 
would  be  made  if  everyone  “came  out.” 
Lesbians  and  gays  would  not  have  to  fear 
losing  their  jobs,  houses,  children,  families, 
lovers  or  rights.  Straight  society  would  see 
that  we  (gay  people)  are  not  a  small  minority 


and  that  lesbians  and  gays  are  a  productive 
and  creative  part  of  society. 

Imagine  what  the  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
of  this  country  would  see  if  everyone  came 
out  of  the  closet.  Teachers,  parents,  ath¬ 
letes,  doctors,  judges,  janitors,  carpenters, 
all  lesbian  and  gay,  and  all  having  produc¬ 
tive  careers  in  role-model  positions.  They’d 
see  that  lesbian  and  gays  are  of  every 
religion,  every  race,  every  ethnic  back¬ 
ground  and  every  nationality. 

Most  important  of  all,  if  every  person 
came  out  of  the  closet,  imagine  all  the  pain 
and  loneliness  that  our  gay  children  could 
avoid,  knowing  that  they  were  not  the  only 
gay  or  lesbian  person  in  the  world  or  know¬ 
ing  that  they  were  not  some  freak  that  de¬ 
served  to  be  miserable. 

Imagine  what  it  would  be  like  if  we  didn’t 
have  to  hide,  pretend  or  lie  to  people  about 
who  we  are  and  what  we  feel.  If  we  didn’t 
have  to  watch  our  every  action  or  thought. 

The  only  way  we  are  ever  going  to  make 
being  lesbian  or  gay  a  nonissue  and  move  on 
to  more  important  matters  is  by  burning 
down  our  closets,  coming  out  in  full  force, 
and  saying,  “Yes,  we  are  lesbian  and  gay, 
and  yes,  we  are  open  about  who  we  are.” 

I  encourage  anyone  who  is  not  open  or 
out  to  their  families,  friends,  relatives, 
coworkers  or  community  to  take  the  steps  of 
struggle  and  risk  rejection  for  the  reward  of 
knowing  yourself  and  giving  other  people 
the  same  chance  to  know  you. 

Michael  Nulty 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

I  felt  such  warmth 

Dear  GCN: 

I  received  the  sample  copy  of  GCN  and 
would  greatly  appreciate  being  included  on 
your  regular  weekly  mailing  list.  When  I 
received  your  publication  I  could  not  put  it 
down.  I  felt  such  warmth  from  reading 
other  lesbian  letters  and  articles! 

I  too,  have  a  lesbian  lover  on  the  outside 
that  has  never  been  inside.  Because  of  our 
situation,  our  relationship  is  a  very  special 
bond.  I  am  serving  a  sentence  of  life  without 
parole,  but  even  this  sentence  has  not 
stopped  my  lover  and  I  from  sharing  our 
love. 

It  is  comforting  to  know  that  more  les¬ 
bians  on  the  inside  are  beginning  to  speak 
out.  Thank  you,  GCN,  for  allowing  our 
voices  to  be  heard. 

I  hope  to  become  an  active  part  of  GCN 
and  will  also  share  my  issue  with  other  les¬ 
bians.  If  you  wish  to  publish  this  letter  of 
deep  gratitude,  please  do  so,  as  I  would  like 
to  send  my  energy  and  appreciation  to  the 
staff,  workers  and  members  of  GCN  for  this 
powerful  and  much  needed  publication. 
Also  if  other  lesbians  wish  to  correspond, 
inside  or  out,  we  are  allowed  to  com¬ 
municate  with  other  institutions. 

Judy  Henderson 
Box  190— 1918 
■  Fulton  MO  65251 
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GCN  Internships 


Students:  —  GCN  has  internships!  Come  gain 
experience  in  journalism  and  non-profit  ad¬ 
ministration. 

Internships  may  focus  on  one  or  more  of  the 
following  areas,  depending  on  the  intern’s  skills 
and  interests:  local  and  national  reporting, 
features  and  book  review  writing,  layout/produc¬ 
tion,  illustration/graphics,  photography,  market¬ 
ing/ad  sales,  events  organizing,  fundraising,  grant 
writing,  prisoner  support,  calendar  coordination, 
tape  transcribing,  proofreading,  and  typesetting, 
among  other  projects. 

The  most  important  qualification  for  intern¬ 
ships  is  a  commitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation. 
Other  qualification  requirements  are  specific  to 
the  type  of  internship;  we  are,  however,  willing 
to  train.  Internships  are  available  for  fall  or  spring 
semesters,  as  well  as  for  winter  break  and  summer 
term.  No  pay  is  available,  but  work  study  and/or 
course  credit  may  be  arranged.  GCN  offers  all  in¬ 
terns  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flex¬ 
ibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation.  Deadlines 
for  application  are  not  fixed. 

Please  send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  (or 
description  of  work  experiences  and  community 
involvement)  to:  Natalie  Diffloth,  Coordinating 
Editor,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


First  East  Coast  Lesbians’ 
Festival  rocked  with 
controversy 


By  Dotty  Johnson 

The  East  Coast  Lesbians’  Festival  had  an 
initial  brochure  indicating  the  prices  for 
women  and  girls.  It  also  stated  that  they 
would  have  girls  child  care.  Next  year,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  organizers,  it  will  specifically 
say,  “NO  BOYS!” 

This  year  a  multi-racial  couple  brought 
'their  sixteen  month  old  son  to  the  festival. 
There  had  been  no  statement  in  the  bro¬ 
chure  saying  that  they  could  not  bring  him 
on  the  land. 

Saturday  morning  the  family  awoke  to 
signs  plastered  all  over  their  cabin  saying 
such  things  as,  “BABY  PRICK  GO 
HOME,”  “HAVING  A  BOY  HERE  IS 
NOT  RESPECTING  LESBIAN  SPACE,” 
and  “DON’T  FEED  MALES,  DON’T 
BREED  MALES.”  The  family  did  not 
know  when  they  came  to  their  first  festival 
that  they  were  not  allowed  to  bring  their 
son. 

There  were  men  on  the  land  throughout 
the  weekend  for  trash  and  sewage.  At  one 
point  on  Saturday  afternoon,  men  were 
working  on  the  stage  lights  for  fifteen 
minutes  before  an  announcement  was 
made. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the  festival, 
there  was  a  mood  of  frustration  and  anger. 
The  brochure  claimed  that  the  land  was  ac¬ 
cessible.  To  the  surprise  of  many  different- 
ly-abled  lesbians  who  arrived  during  the 
weekend,  it  was  not.  The  S/M  dykes  were 
not  allowed  to  announce  their  workshop  in 
the  limited  amount  of  workshop  schedules 
that  were  printed.  Twelve  step  lesbians  were 
given  a  tent,  although  a  sign  condemning  the 
male-started  organization  was  hung  in  front 
of  the  separatist  tent. 

On  Sunday  a  published  workshop  on  sep¬ 
aratism  was  held  at  four  o’clock  in  the  sepa¬ 
ratist  tent.  Parents  and  friends  of  parents 
crossed  the  “STOP  BREEDING,  STOP 
MOTHERING...”  sign  and  entered  the 
large,  fenced  off  camping  area. 

Questions  were  raised  about  the  signs  that 
were  plastered  on  the  family’s  cabin.  They 
were  told  that  this  was  not  the  time  nor  the 
place  to  discuss  it.  Statements  were  made 
concerning  male  children  and  mothering  in 
general.  Again  and  again  the  lesbians  were 
silenced. 

Twenty  or  so  parents  and  friends  of 
parents  walked  out  of  the  tent  and  across  the 
road.  Anger  was  expressed.  Pain  was  ex¬ 
pressed.  The  hetero-patriarchal  manner  in 
which  the  parents  of  the  baby  boy  were 
harassed  and  violated  was  discussed. 

“They,”  the  separatists,  were  blamed, 
until  the  correction  that  “they”  is  also  “us” 
was  made.  It  was  said  that  by  leaving  the 
“STOP  BREEDING...”  sign  up  in  their 
area,  .the  separatists  were  condoning  the 
violence.  It  was  brought  out  that  the  organi¬ 
zers  were  all  separatists  whose  silence  also 
condoned  the  violence.  The  “STOP.  v”  sign 
was  removed. 

An  announcement  was  posted  in  the  polit¬ 
ical  tent  for  a  nine  O’clock  meeting  the  next 
morning.  A  statement  about  the  violence 
and  also  the  advertisement  of  the  meeting 
was  prepared. 


The  festival  organizers  refused  to  allow 
the  statement  or  the  announcement  to  be 
read  on  the  night  stage.  They  said  that  the 
statement  would  not  be  read  because  it  had 
the  word  “boy”  in  it. 

At  dawn,  signs  were  put  up  advertising 
the  nine  o’clock  meeting.  They  were  remov¬ 
ed.  More  signs  were  put  up  and  again  they 
were  ripped  down. 

Nevertheless,  at  nine  o’clock  over  one 
hundred  lesbians  attended  the  meeting. 
Every  lesbian  had  a  chance  to  speak  her 
mind,  one  at  a  time.  Some  of  the  many 
points  which  were  raised  include: 

•  How  similar  the  silencing  of  specific 
groups  by  Hitler  was  to  this  situation. 

•  How  the  harassment,  violence,  and 
abuse  was  extended  in  a  hetero-patriarchal 
manner  toward  the  family. 

•  An  apology  was  extended  to  the  family 
by  a  lesbian  who  spoke  to  one  of  the  sign 
writers. 

•  The  signs  were  displayed  in  the  center  of 
the  circle.  The  sixteen  month  old  was  asked 
if  he  could  read  the  signs.  A  response  from 
one  of  the  lesbians  was,  “Thank  goddess, 
no.” 

•  Anger  was  expressed  at  how  another 
minority  at  the  festival  was  silenced. 

•  The  fact  that  the  family  was  multi-racial 
made  it  a  racial  issue. 

•  There  was  less  negative  “male  energy” 
in  the  baby  boy  that  there  was  in  the  sign 
posters. 

By  noon  a  new  statement  was  written  ex¬ 
pressing  what  had  happened.  It  was  to  be 
presented  to  the  organizers  for  permission 
to  be  read  on  the  day  stage.  Finally  word 
came  back  that  the  MC  would  be  allowed  to 
read  the  statement  along  with  a  rebuttal 
from  the  separatists.  The  statement  was  read 
to  applause  and  cheer.  The  rebuttal  was  not 
read  by  the  MC.  A  self-proclaimed  separa¬ 
tist  writer  read  the  rebuttal. 

One  of  the  organizers,  in  an  afternoon 
conversation,  said  that  women  that  choose 
to  get  pregnant  should  be  tested.  If  the  result 
of  the  test  is  male,  the  fetus  should  be 
aborted.  When  asked  about  boys  who  were 
still  nursing,  the  same  organizer  said  that  the 
mothers  should  express  four  days  milk  or 
give  them  formula  or  let  the  boys  stay  in  a 
hotel  and  have  the  mothers  leave  the  land  to 
nurse  them. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  it  is  the  organi¬ 
zers  who  make  all  of  the  decisions.  Next  year 
they  may  decide  that  some  other  faction  of 
lesbians  be  excluded:  differently-abled, 
breeders,  S/M,  twelve-steppers,  German 
Jews,  left-handed,  who  knows  from  whom 
separatists  may  separate. 

The  closing  ceremonies  were  filled  with 
bitterness,  resentment,  anger,  frustration 
and  pain.  The  family  will  most  likely  not 
return,  with  or  without  their  son,  and  I  will 

iWtm  jkti  uzno- 

Dotty  Johnson  is  the  founder  of  Lesbian 
Family  Magazine  and  lives  in  Connecticut. 

[This  commentary  is  reprinted  by  permis¬ 
sion  of  Lesbian  Family  Magazine  —  Ed.] 


Lesbian  needs  help  coming  out 
(of  prison) 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  hoping  that  you  may  have  some 
helpful  info  for  me.  I’m  incarcerated  in  the 
Women’s  Prison  in  Jersey  and  have  a  friend 
who  will  be  leaving  in  November.  She  is 
scared,  real  scared  after  a  long  period  of  in¬ 
carceration.  She’s  a  butch  lesbian  —  looks 
more  like  a  man  than  most  men.  She’s 
bright,  high  school  grad,  nearly  60  college 
credits.  She  has  an  alcoholic  history  but 
really  wants  to  make  it.  Her  favorite  past¬ 
time  is  working  with  animals... and  she’s 
magic  with  them. 

You  must  be  wondering  why  I  am  writing 
and  not  her.  Well  it’s  pretty  hard  to  describe 
her.  She’s  not  lazy,  just  paralyzed  by  fear.  I 
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want  to  help  her  out.  If  you  have  any  con¬ 
tacts  for  the  Jersey  area  that  she  may  get  in 
contact  with  regarding  housing,  a  job,  etc. 
please  let  me  know.  She’s  met  with 
discrimination  before  because  of  her  ap¬ 
pearance.  I  can’t  tell  you  in  words  how  we 
feel  as  lesbians,  coming  out  of  prison  with 
nothing  solid  under  our  feet.  Help,  please? 

Alison  Towey 

_  Drawer  E  —  11550 

Clinton,  NJ  08809 
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healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


I 


OREX- 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

John  C.  Barna,  DMD  would  like  to 
announce  the  relocation  of  his 
office  to  581  Boy  Is  ton  Street , 

4th  Floor.  In  Copley  Square. 
(617)  353-1500 


7  night  packages 

Cancun  from  $399 
Jamaica  from  $519 
San  Juan  from  $499 
3  night  packages 
Cancun  from  $349 
Freeport  from  $359 
All  prices  based  on  double 
occupancy.  All  packages  in¬ 
clude  airfare  and  hotel. 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


YOU  COULD  BE  READING.  .  . 


The  Women's  Review 
of  Books 


Published  monthly 

A  source  of  information  and 
informed  opinion  that  more  and 
more  readers  find  indispensable. 

Not  just  a  guide  to  good  reading— 
a  monitor  of  the  currents  in 
contemporary  feminism. 

Recent  and  forthcoming  reviews  by 
Pauline  Bart,  Evelyn  Torton  Beck, 
Barbara  Christian,  Michelle  Cliff, 
Blanche  Wiesen  Cook,  Jean  Bethke 
Elshtain,  Susan  Gubar,  Ruth  Hubbard, 
Jane  Marcus,  Arlene  Raven  and  many 
more. . . 


To  subscribe: 

Send  Si 5  (individuals)  or  $25 
(institutions)  to:  Dept.  EX, 

The  Women's  Review  of  Books, 
Wellesley  College  Center  for  Research 
on  Women,  Wellesley.  MA  02181-8255. 
(Outside  the  US:  Please  add  $18 
airmail,  $5  surface  mail;  Canadian 
subscribers  only  add  $3.) 

Please  make  all  payments  in  US 
dollars,  by  check  or  money  order,  to 
The  Women’s  Review  of  Books. 
Allow  6-8  weeks  for  all  subscription 
transactions. 

Free  sample  copy  available  on 
request. 


Hang  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  "voice  personals"  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
and  live  in  New  England. 

Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen  or 
more  personal  messages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gay 
men,  then  respond  to  those  messages  that  interest  you. 
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HANG  OUT 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  (617  876-0333 


MUSIC 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 

■amB 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


SmmJ 

•I 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130*  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-Gat  1 0  9,  Sun  12-9 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 

CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 
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Sisters  on  the  scene 

The  new  crop  of  women’s  mysteries 


This  much  cuteness 
could  kill 

The  sappy,  dull  Lesbian  Love  Advisor 


A  Lesbian  Love  Advisor 

Celeste  West 

Illustrated  by  Nicole  Ferentz 
Cleis  Press,  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  1989 
$9.95  paper,  190pp. 


Reviewed  by  Kelly  Gaines 

If  lines  like  “No  one  is  everybody’s  type, 
but  —  ah  everybody  is  someone’s,  ”  seem 
original  and  refreshingly  true  to  life  to 
you,  then  skip  this  review  and  rush  right  out 
to  pick  up  a  copy  of  A  Lesbian  Love  Ad¬ 
visor.  If,  however,  the  above  sentiment 
makes  you  roll  your  eyes,  then  the  best  ad¬ 
vice  I  can  give  you  about  Celeste  West’s  new 
book  is  to  stay  away.  Far  away.  A  Lesbian 
Love  Advisor  seems  to  aspire  to  many 
things,  but  it  couldn’t  possibly  aspire  to  be 
the  cliche-ridden,  poorly  written  mess  it  is. 

On  one  level,  West’s  book  wants  to  be  a 
kind  of  how-to  manual  for  lesbians.  She 
details  the  cycle  of  lesbian  relationships 
from  the  beginning:  “The  Sweet  Arts:  Les¬ 
bian  Flirting,  Courtship  and  Romance,”  to 
the  inevitable  end,  “Fifty  Ways  to  Leave 
Your  Lover.”  (And  as  if  that  chapter  title 
wasn’t  cute  and  pat  enough,  the  subhead  is: 
“Actually,  there  is  only  one  way  to  leave 
your  lover,  with  her  laughing,  blowing  you  a 
kiss.  This  chapter  is  about  being  left.”) 
West’s  book  is  also  supposed  to  be  a  humor¬ 
ous,  fast-paced,  witty  look  at  the  ups  and 
downs  of  day-to-day  life  as  a  lesbian. 

But  Love  Advisor  turns  out  to  be  none  of 
these  things,  in  part  because  there  is  virtual¬ 
ly  no  room  for  diversity  in  West’s  presup¬ 
positions.  It  can  certainly  be  fun  to  joke 
about  dyke  stereotypes  (we  have  less  sex 
than  gay  men  or  straight  people,  we  are 
more  nurturing  and  less  afraid  of  commit¬ 
ment  than  our  gay  brothers  —  all  the 
classics),  but  while  playfully  acknowledging 
the  bit  of  truth  in  these  maxims,  we  must 
also  recognize  our  differences.  West  writes 
as  if  all  lesbians  will  be  able  to  get  something 
out  of  this  book.  In  reality,  she  is  writing  for 
a  relatively  small  audience  —  dykes  who  are 
into  “honey-baskets”  (translation:  vaginas) 
and  into  sentiments  like  “love  is  like  the 
moon;  when  it  doesn’t  increase,  it 
decreases.” 

Now,  it’s  true  that  I  am  not  particularly 
into  “new  age”  philosophies  or  even  spiritu¬ 
ality  for  that  matter,  and  women  who  have 
more  affinity  with  West’s  perspective  and 
style  might  glean  something  from  her  book. 
Yet,  even  allowing  for  my  limited  perspec¬ 
tive,  the  book  has  serious  problems.  The 
main  one  is  that  it  is  not  written  in  a  com¬ 
pelling  or  interesting  way.  West  relies  heavi¬ 


ly  on  cliches,  which  may  or  may  not  have 
been  intentional  on  her  part.  And  the  really 
weird  thing  is  that  while  she  throws  in  plenty 
of  cliches  peculiar  to  dykedom,  she  also 
quotes  a  lot  of  cliches  straight  out  of 
mainstream  U.S.  culture.  In  fact,  she  even 
seems  to  want  to  validate  her  points  by  back¬ 
ing  them  up  not  just  with  dyke-specific  cul¬ 
tural  stereotypes,  but  with  greeting  card  sen¬ 
timents  shared  by  everyone,  even  “regular” 
people. 

In  the  chapter,  “Beyond  Breakfast:  The 
Lesbian  Love  Relationship,”  West  lists  a 
series  of  “ideals  and  definitions”  provided 
by  the  Ladies,  a  group  of  lesbians,  friends  I 
assume,  who  provide  “personal 
experience”  type  data  for  the  love  advisor. 
West  sets  up  the  list  with  “Of  the  following 
statements  from  the  Ladies  concerning  rela¬ 
tionships,  one  is  avowedly  from  a  Hallmark 
greeting  card  to  keep  the  list  from  being  in 
any  way  authoritative.”  Now  the  trick  is 
that  you  can’t  tell  which  one  came  from  the 
Hallmark  card.  Is  it  “A  love  relationship 
has  to  find  laughter  every  day  because  it  is 
not  happiness  ever  after,”  or  “A  relation¬ 
ship  says,  ‘Love  everyone  because  you  love 
me.’”?  Hard  to  choose,  huh?  And,  who 
cares  anyway? 

In  addition,  West  takes  on  some  poten¬ 
tially  very  serious  issues,  and  most  of  her  ad¬ 
vice,  like  most  of  her  writing,  again  rings 
false  to  me.  One  especially  disturbing  bit  in¬ 
volved  what  to  do  if  your  “partner”  is  did¬ 
dling  around  with  another  woman.  The  les¬ 
bian  love  advisor  suggests  that  you  first  con¬ 
front  the  “other  woman.”  You  should  call 
her  up,  when  you  feel  “coherent  and  self- 
possessed,”  and  ask  what  her  intentions  are. 
(“Intentions”?  —  are  we  on  Father  Knows 
Best  or  what?)  Then  you  should  tell  her  how 
you  feel.  The  main  thing  is  not  to  “get  stuck 
in  her  agenda....  Your  aim  is  to  put  her  on 
the  spot  and  for  her  to  consciously  take 
some  responsibility  for  her  actions.”  The 
advisor  says  you  should  talk  to  your  partner 
after  you  talk  to  the  woman  your  partner  is 
running  around  with.  What  kind  of  advice  is 
that?  Isn’t  communication  between  the  two 
people  in  the  primary  relationship  kind  of 
important?  And  what  about  this  big  macho 
act?  What  are  you  supposed  to  do  —  call  her 
up  and  say  “stay  away  from  my  woman”? 
Not  to  mention  that  by  confronting  the 
other  woman  first,  you’re  taking  a  lot  of  the 
“blame”  or  at  least  responsibility  for  what 
happened  out  of  your  partner’s  hands.  If 
this  bit  is  supposed  to  be  funny,  then  it  isn’t 
my  kind  of  humor. 

Some  thoughts  in  A  Lesbian  Love  Ad¬ 
visor  do  ring  true.  West’s  discussion  of  the 
Continued  on  page  10 


Reader,  I  Murdered  Him 

Jen  Green,  editor 
St.  Martin’s,  N.Y.,  1989 
$15.95  cloth,  231pp. 

The  Beverly  Malibu:  A  Kate 
Delafield  Mystery 

Katherine  Forrest 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  FI.,  1989 
$16.95  cloth,  288pp. 

The  Second  Womansleuth 
Anthology:  Contemporary 
Mystery  Stories  by  Women 

Irene  Zahava,  editor 

Crossing  Press,  Freedom,  Calif.,  1989 

$6.95  paper,  $ 20.95  cloth,  200pp. 

Shadow  Dance 

Agnes  Bushnell 

Crossing  Press,  Freedom,  Calif.,  1989 
$7.95  paper,  165pp. 

Reviewed  by  Mara  Math 

Best  Title  of  the  Year  goes  to  Reader,  I 
Murdered  Him,  a  collection  by 
women  writers  edited  by  Jen  Green. 
It  features  stories  in  which  women  are 
murderers,  investigators  and  bystanders, 
but  never  solely  victims.  The  16  pieces  range 
from  the  comic  —  such  as  Susan  Dunlop’s 
“A  Burning  Issue,”  where  a  husband’s  sun¬ 
tanning  mania  sends  his  wife  into  a  slow 
burn  —  to  the  very  dark,  including  Lucy 
Ann  Watts’s  “Thinking  of  Evans,”  which 
makes  use  of  “women’s  intuition”  in  the 
deepest  possible  way.  Also  of  note  are 
Rebecca  O’Rourke’s  unusual  “Standing 
Witness,”  an  autobiographical  account  of 
observing  police  procedure  in  a  violent 
death  and  Penny  Summer’s  “Caroline,” 
dealing  with  the  high  cost  of  lesbian  love  in  a 
homophobic  society. 

The  only  disappointments  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  are  Sheila  Radley’s  nasty,  misogynist 
“All  in  the  Family,”  and,  to  my  astonish¬ 
ment,  the  entry  by  my  favorite  mystery 
writer,  Sara  Paretsky.  Unfortunately,  the 
latter’s  “Taste  of  Life”  is  a  brittle  farce  set 
up  for  a  punchline  ending  (Note:  Paretsky 
does  contribute  a  wonderful  story,  “At  the 
Old  Swimming  Hole,”  to  another  new  mys¬ 
tery  volume,  Lady  On  the  Scene,  edited  by 
Muller,  Pronzini,  Goldberg,  for  Bonanza 
Books,  N.  Y.).  The  excellent  introduction  by 
Alison  Hennegan  posits  mystery  as  a  genre 
of  moral  fiction,  and  offers  some  interesting 
speculations  as  to  why  this  is  an  especially 
appropriate  genre  for  women. 

The  Second  Womansleuth  Anthology,  on 
the  other  hand,  could  well  convince  a  novice 
mystery  writer  that  the  genre  is  not  suited  to 
the  short  story,  and  questions  of  relevance 
to  ethical  inquiry  would  never  arise.  The 
opening  story*  “No  Woman  is  an  Island,” 
escapes  the  triteness  besetting  most  of  the 
other  plots  only  by  dint  of  a  thoroughly  im¬ 
probable  storyline  hinging  on  nefarious 
deeds  by  some  of  those  crazy  radical  femi¬ 
nists  (could  we  call  this  Nouveau  Trite?). 
That  a  woman  solves  the  case,  through  a 
coincidence  factor  of  20nth,  doesn’t  make 
up  for  the  anti-feminism  of  the  text. 

In  general,  women  come  off  badly  here: 
these  13  stories  illustrate  the  adage  that 
women  who  seek  to  be  equal  to  men  (to  male 
mystery  writers,  anyway)  lack  ambition. 
The  women  in  these  stories  murder  each 
other  for  love  of  men,  get  taken  in  by  hand¬ 
some  guys,  have  police  captains  who  say 
“Blast  it!”  (“Perfect  Timing”  by  Judi 
Lind),  solve  mysteries  for  their  dumb  male 
friends  but  don’t  take  any  credit  for  it  (‘  ‘The 
Rainy  Night  Murder”  by  Rose  Million 
Healey),  and  are  referred  to  as  “girls” 
(Carol  Costa’s  “Faces  of  Fear”).  The  les¬ 
bian  narrator  of  Bonnie  Morris’s  “My 
Lover’s  Deadly  Diary”  appears  smart  and 
likeable  for  the  first  two  paragraphs  but 
turns  out  to  be  a  complete  ninny,  and  the 
ending  was  too  cute  for  my  stomach. 

The  first  of  the  three  worthwhile  stories  is 
“Murder  Most  Musical,”  by  L.A.  Taylor, 
featuring  70-year-old  Madame  Spezzacristo- 
lo,  a.k.a.  Lena  Goldfarb.  “Trouble  on  the 
Beat,”  by  former  GCN  staff  writer 


Elizabeth  Pincus,  introduces  the  fascinating 
Nell  Fury,  lesbian  co-parent,  Patsy  Cline 
fan  and  Cubs  follower.  The  resolution  is  a 
bit  disappointing  —  this  smart,  tough  P.I., 
whose  card  says  “I  Like  to  Watch,”  does  in¬ 
deed  mostly  just  watch  the  mystery  solve  it¬ 
self  —  but  it  is  the  richest  in  mise-en-scene 
and  the  most  original.  “Death  in  the  Borsky 
Ballet,”  by  Naomi  Strichartz,  takes  us  be¬ 
hind  the  curtains  of  the  ballet  world,  led  by  a 
former  prima  donna  ballerina,  the  happily 
zaftig  Marya  Cherkova  and  revolves  upon 
specifics  of  the  ballet  world. 

A  more  successful  offering  by  Crossing 
Press,  and  one  which  also  draws  on  the 
world  of  ballet,  is  Shadow  Dance  by  Agnes 
Bushnell.  Johanna  Wilder  uses  her  forged 
P.I.  credentials  to  escape  her  dangerous  past 
as  Russian  emigre  and  ballerina  Jana  Vil- 
durkursky.  When  she  takes  on  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  a  soviet  radical  feminist  poet  with 
ties  to  her  former  ballet  company,  the  case 
forces  Jana  to  come  to  terms  with  her  past 
and  with  her  lesbianism.  I  am  mystified  as  to 
why  the  Lambda  Book  Review  attacked  this 
as  “a  straight  mystery  dyked  up  to  sell”; 
while  the  politics  and  actions  of  the  radical 
feminists  in  Shadow  Dance  are  often  im¬ 
probable  as  well  as  questionable,  the  les¬ 
bianism  is  integral  to  the  story. 

Another  new  lesbian  mystery,  The  Bever¬ 
ly  Malibu,  also  features  a  lesbian  sleuth 
coming  to  terms  with  her  sexuality.  Kate 
Delafield  is  already  out,  but  there  are  some 
surprises  in  store  for  her  even  there.  This, 
the  third  Kate  Delafield  mystery,  is  the  best 
of  the  lot,  with  Kate  becoming  increasingly 
well-drawn.  Forrest  does  a  good  job  of  edu¬ 
cating  readers  about  the  vicious  activities  of 
the  House  UnAmerican  Activities  Commit¬ 
tee  during  the  McCarthy  era,  without  boring 
those  already  familiar  with  this  grotesque 
period  of  American  history.  Forrest  does 
note  the  parallels  between  the  virulent  anti¬ 
communist  fever  of  the  time  and  the  les- 
bian/gay  witch-hunts,  but  stops  short  of 
correlating  it  with  contemporary  AIDS 
hysteria  (e.g.,  a  South  Carolina  con¬ 
gressman  recently  introduced  a  bill  that 
would  make  it  a  jailable  offense  for  any  gay 
or  lesbian  person  to  donate  blood....)  Kate 
finds  a  new  lover,  who,  of  course,  is  excep¬ 
tionally  beautiful  and  “shapely,”  but  this 
gripe  aside  (has  anyone  in  a  Naiad  book  ever 
fallen  for  a  woman  who  didn’t  step  off  a 
magazine  cover?),  the  sex  is  fairly  hot  and 
Kate  is  amusingly  appalled  to  find  herself 
femme  in  bed  for  the  first  time. 

In  true  Naiad  style,  Forrest’s  writing  is  oc¬ 
casionally  clunky  —  “she  wanted  to  some¬ 
how  corner  this  man  and  pull  out  the  facts 
buried  in  him,”  “the  stone  washed  jeans 
clasped  the  young  woman’s  legs  all  the  way 
down  to  the  ankles”  —  but  this  one  is  worth 
reading.  □ 

Mara  Math  has  been  obscurely  pleased  to 
learn  that  in  the  ’80s  male  writers  are  adopt¬ 
ing  female  pseudonyms  to  break  into  the 
mystery  market.  (All  of  those  reviewed  here, 
however,  are  real  women). 
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Reviewed  by  Carrie  Dearborn 

hen  Past,  Present  &  Future  Pas¬ 
sions  came  in,  a  good  friend  sug¬ 
gested  I  review  it.  “But  I  hate 
poetry,”  I  told  him.  “You’ll  like  this,”  he 
promised,  and  gave  me  this  poem,  the  first 
in  Barbara  Ruth’s  book. 

I  write 

in  the  waiting  rooms 
of  the  doctors 
welfare 

and  employment 
offices  of  Oakland. 

All  the  places  where 
Just  being  there 
Means  I  do  not  count 

Knowing  that  I  was  not  meant 
to  come  through  this  whole  this  far 
I  proclaim  I  celebrate 
The  fact  of  my  survival. 

Knowing  that  I  was  not  meant 
To  come  through  this  whole  this  far 

I  write. 

1983 

I  got  hooked  and  read  the  whole  book  of 
poems  one  right  after  another,  which  is  not 
how  one  “should”  read  poems.  They  are 
supposed  to  be  absorbed  slowly,  a  process  I 
find  tedious  (which  probably  accounts  for 
why  I  don’t  like  very  much  poetry). 

No,  I  didn’t  get  swept  away  by  the  sheer 
beauty  of  Ruth’s  words.  What  I  was  im¬ 
pressed  with  was  the  plain  honesty  of  these 
poems,  which  span  the  years  from  1969  to 
1986  and  talk  about  everything  from  “In¬ 
timacy,  Disabled  Style”  to  loving  “a  fat 
dyke  with  a  shaved  head”  to  identity  to 
history  (“Anna  Mae  Aquash/Dead  of  Ex¬ 
posure,”  “When  Marie  Laveau  Danced  in 
Congo  Square”)  and  back  again. 

As  you  can  see  from  the  first  poem  above, 
Ruth  also  writes  about  writing,  and  what  it 
means  to  her  as  a  disabled  lesbian.  As  a  les¬ 
bian  writer  who  also  has  disabilities,  I  find 
her  words  especially  important.  While  Ruth 
and  I  haven’t  had  the  same  experiences  — 
my  chronic  illness  has  held  me  back  from 
doing  some  of  the  things  I’ve  wanted  to  do 
—  we  do  have  a  lot  in  common. 

Some  of  Ruth’s  other  identities  —  Jewish, 
fat,  Native  American  —  are  things  I  don’t 
share,  but  I  still  feel  included  in  her 
journeys.  For  instance,  I’ve  never  had  the 
experience  she  describes  in  “In  a  Roomful 
of  Jewish  Dykes,”  but  I  can  relate  because 
I’ve  felt  similarly  in  a  room  full  of  small 
town  “lavenderites”  like  myself.  She  writes, 

In  a  roomful  of  Jewish  dykes 
We  smile  at  each  other  as  survivors  do 
Knowing  how  long  it  has  taken  us 
To  claim  all  we  are. 

In  a  roomful  of  Jewish  dykes 
We  kvell  with  the  beauty  of  each  other 
Pushy  ■  vir.r  <o  nv-*«e  -  n» 

Mushy 

we  say  yes,  we  claim  it  all... 

In  “Familial  Amnesia,”  she  writes  about 
holding  on  to  her  Jewish  and  Indian  heritage 
against  the  pressures  of  assimilation: 

My  mother 

Mispronounces  what  few  Yiddish  words 
She  remembers 
My  father 

Does  not  know  (or  will  not  say) 

His  clan  affiliations 

I... 

Press  against  the  walls 
Hoping  one  will  be  a  panel 
Which  turns  into  a  door 
Leading  to  the  kiva 
To  the  seder  table 
Where  the  pipe,  the  afikomen 
Have  been  safekept  all  these  years 
Waiting 

For  someone  to  remember. 

1985 

And  she  writes  about  being  fat,  and  the 
messages  passed  on  from  mother  to 
daughter: 

My  mother  worries  about  getting  fat. 

She  doesn’t  think  she 
Should  let  herself  go. 

She  believes  in  dieting 
And  sucking  in  her  gut. 


My  mother  had  trouble 
Giving  up  cigarettes 
Because  she  suspected 
(And  she  was  right) 

That  when  she  stopped  smoking 
She  would  gain  weight. 

And,  like  so  many  people 
Her  fear  of  fat 
Was  greater 

Than  her  fear  of  cancer. 

My  mother  chides  me  about  my  weight. 

She  says  it’s  not  attractive 
—  No  wonder 
I  have  no  husband.... 

The  section  of  the  book  that  affected  me 
the  most  was  called  “The  Body  Bodyful.”  A 
poem  called  “Anesthesia”  talks  about  what 
it’s  like  to  be  an  out  lesbian  who  needs  a 
Western  medical  operation. 

They  like  you  passive  when  they  open  you, 
They  like  to  think 
You  don’t  feel 
Don’t  see 

They  like  to  think  you  don’t  remember. 

I  had  an  operation  while  I  was  in  a  coma 
years  ago,  the  details  of  which  I  can  still  tell 
you. 

Another  poem  in  this  section  also  deals 
with  the  violation  of  medical  procedures. 

I  did  not  think  of  it  as  rape 
When  they  decided  to  anesthetize  me 
To  do  another  pelvic 
In  the  past  three  months 
I  had  had  twenty  pelvics,  fully 
Conscious  and  protesting. 

the  results  were  never  clear 
Because  I  was  too  fat,  they  said, 

For  them  to  tell  if  what  they  felt 
Were  really  tumors 
Or  just  my  excess  flesh. 

Only  one  more  ordeal  to  be  endured 
Just  one  more  indignity 
A  minor  skirmish  I  chose  to  concede 
Because  I  saw  how  lethal 
The  major  battles  had  become 
And  saved  myself  for  them 

At  the  time 

I  did  not  think  of  it  as  rape. 

1985 

This  poem  also  reminds  me  of  my  own  ex¬ 
perience,  and  how  easy  it  is  to  blame 
yourself  for  what  has  been  done  to  you. 
Even  though  I  was  paralyzed  and  speechless 
when  various  “medical  procedures”  hap¬ 
pened  to  me,  I’ve  often  asked  myself,  “How 
could  you  have  allowed  this  to  happen?” 
After  reading  what  Ruth  has  to  say  I  don’t 
think  I’ll  have  that  question  anymore. 

The  sections  of  the  book  that  dealt  with 
sexuality  were  not  just  about  physical  in¬ 
timacy,  which  seems  appropriate  to  me.  I 
don’t  think  disabled  lovers  are  so  very  dif¬ 
ferent  than  non-disabled  ones. 

There  were  very  few  instances  in  which  I 
became  offended.  Ruth’s  separatism,  the 
mention  of  which  can  give  me  slight  indiges¬ 
tion,  barely  made  an  appearance. 
Sometimes  I  wondered  if  ableist  notions 
were  emerging,  such  as  in  “I’m  going  off  to 
live  with  the  Dolphins”:  “And  I  will  pro¬ 
duce  perfect  babies/For  all  my  lovers  will  be 
perfect. /And  I,  in  attaining 
dolphinhood,/will  be  perfected.”  But  she’s 
'  making  fun  here/ 1  think. 

She  seems  to  be  doing  the  same  thing  in 
other  poems  people  perceive  as  ableist.  I’ve 
no  doubt,  though,  that  Temporarily  Able- 
Bodied  (TAB)  language  and  ideas  poke 
through.  There  isn’t  a  disabled  language 
yet,  and  remember,  the  very  first  book 
about  disabled  women  didn’t  even  come  out 
until  1984. 

This  is  a  very  accessible  book  (available 
on  tape  through  the  Womyn’s  Braille  Press, 
P.O.  Box  8745,  Minn.,  MN  55408).  The 
cover  isn’t  slippery,  the  contrast  is  sharp, 
the  print  of  the  poems  (but  not  the  after¬ 
notes)  is  large  (11  point).  The  book  is  a  bit 
heavy  to  hold,  but  that  is  counteracted  by  a 
lower  balance  point,  so  my  hand  didn’t  get 
cramps  holding  it. 

When  I  first  got  out  of  rehab  in  1982, 
there  was  nothing  for  me  to  read.  Now  there 
are  a  few  books  that  say  it’s  okay  to  be 
disabled  and  also  talk  specifically  about  how 
it  is  to  be  disabled  as  women  and  as  lesbians. 
Barbara  Ruth’s  Past,  Present  &  Future  Pas¬ 
sions  is  a  wonderful  addition  to  this  culture. 
And  on  top  of  that,  it’s  great  fun  to  read.  □ 

Carrie  Dearborn’s  writing  was  interrupted 
by  a  coma.  She’s  back  now  and  works  for 
disabled  people’s  rights. 
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Reviewed  by  Christopher  Wittke 

ichael  Musto  is  the  hilariously  fun¬ 
ny  and  —  since  the  advent  of  ACT 
UP  —  increasingly  politically-con- 
scious  gossip  columnist  of  the  Village  Voice. 
He  started  out  as  the  chronicler  of  the 
downtown  nightlife  scene  and  a  few  years 
ago  even  released  a  fascinating  non-fiction 
book  about  New  York  City’s  trendy  under¬ 
ground  called  Downtown.  But  as  time,  and 
the  AIDS  epidemic,  have  marched  on, 
Musto  has  begun  to  report  on  the  dark 
underside  of  the  glitter  ball.  Want  to  read 
about  a  big  deal  AIDS  benefit  that  lost 
money  but  got  lots  of  nice  press  for  its 
“humanitarian”  promoters?  You  can  often 
find  the  facts  in  the  Voice's  “La  Dolce 
Musto”  column.  Not  to  mention  Coors- 
slamming  and  the  occasional  profile  of  a 
fabulous  ACT  UP  “activant,”  Musto’s 
term  for  a  cross  between  “activist”  and 
“debutante,”  that  rare  species  that  can 
argue  for  better,  more  affordable  treat¬ 
ments  on  the  one  hand  and  criticize  your 
choice  of  outfit  on  the  other, 

Musto  has  taken  many  of  the  seemingly 
disparate  kinds  of  big  city  behaviors  (trendi¬ 
ness,  activism,  backbiting,  political  commit¬ 
ment,  self-promotion)  and  tossed  them, 
pasta  primavera-like,  into  his  big  wooden 
bowl  of  a  new  novel,  Manhattan  on  the 
Rocks.  The  novel  tells  the  tale  of  the  fun- 
filled  life  and  fast  times  of  Vinnie  DiBlasio, 
publisher,  writer,  editor,  layout  artist, 
anything  but  advertising  representative,  of  a 
small  yet  hip  monthly  magazine  called  Man¬ 
hattan  on  the  Rocks. 

DiBlasio’s  world  is  filled  with  a  host  of  ac¬ 
quaintances  whose  only  goals  in  life  are  to 
stay  popular  and  get  press  coverage  —  as 
well  as  complimentary  nightclub  admissions 
and  free  drink  tickets.  They  try  desperately 
to  stave  off,  for  as  many  weeks  as  possible, 
the  inevitable  descent  into  “over,”  the  state 
of  being  passe. 

A  Dartmouth  dropout,  DiBlasio  is  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  after-hours  world  of  New  York 
—  and  all  of  the  happening  hot  spots  from 
Carcinogen  to  Zymurgy  (“the  last  word  in 
nightlife”)  —  by  his  new  roommate  Favio  la 
Ronde.  DiBlasio  meets  and  becomes  in¬ 
fatuated  with  Starla  Rogers,  a  fabulous 
scenemaker  about  to  make  it  really  big  with 
her  own  brand  of  cosmetics.  That  DiBlasio 
is  physically  incapable  of  achieving  an  erec¬ 
tion  while  trying  to  make  love  to  Starla  is  not 
cause  for  alarm  —  he  tells  us  in  hisfirst-per- 
son  role  of  narrator  that  this  doesn’t  mean 
he  likes  boys  (of  course,  we  all  know  much, 
much  better.)  He  rationalizes  that  his  im¬ 
potence  allows  him  to  stay  outside  of  the 
real  action,  the  messy  human  interaction 
that  would  compromise  his  freedom  to  com¬ 
ment  on  and  critique  the  behavior  of  every 
would-be  nightlife  star  to  cross  his  path.  It’s 
actually  convenient,  he  thinks,  that  he’s 
“asexual.” 

There  are  other  clubgoing  satellites  that 
spin  through  Vinnie’s  universe,  among  them 
a  photographer/former  nerd  named  Delroy 
who  has  turned  his  nerdiness  into  a  calling 
card;  a  derivative  artist  and  columnist  nam¬ 
ed  Doric  who  everyone  knows  is  gay  but 
who  is  married  to  a  woman  named  Randi  — 
expecting  their  first  child;  Vivien,  formerly 
Cha-Cha,  who  gave  up  her  nightclubbing 
days  to  concentrate  on  AIDS  activism  and 
who  talks  incessantly  of  nothing  but  direct 
action.  And  of  course  there’s  Emil,  and 
Tracy,  and  Mary  Ellen,  and  Garth  and  new¬ 
comer  Jose  Can-U.C.  —  and  if  this  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  read  like  the  host  of  Romper  Room 
dropped  acid  before  looking  through  the 
Romper  Bomper  Stomper  Boo  to  say  hello 
to  every  Romper  Room  viewer  in  the  known 


cosmos,  then  you  get  the  idea  of  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  this  novel. 


About  two  great  laugh-out-loud  moments 
occur  on  almost  every  page  of  the  first  third 
of  Manhattan  on  the  Rocks.  But  the  last  two 
thirds  of  the  book  are  quite  different  from 
the  first,  as  the  very  heavy  topic  of  AIDS 
threatens  to  rip  through  the  bottom  of  the 
shopping  bag  of  Vinnie’s  world: 

It  was  weird  living  in  the  middle  of  the 
kind  of  crisis  you  usually  only  read  about 
in  history  books  —  strangely  charged  and 
horrible  at  the  same  time,  and  all  too  im¬ 
mediate....  But  AIDS  was  palpable  in 
every  word  that  was  spoken  now,  in  every 
gesture,  and  even  in  the  silences.  It  was 
everywhere  —  you  couldn’t  see  it,  but  you 
could.  Its  awareness  drove  us  to  greater 
heights  of  escapism,  but  AIDS  was 
stronger  than  our  party  drive.  It  kept 
knocking  down  the  walls  of  our  forced  fes¬ 
tivity,  heating  up  our  fun  in  a  pressure 
cooker  of  fear  and  anxiety. 

The  bulk  of  the  novel  deals  with  the 
changing  nightlife  scene  that  reflects  the 
conservative  swing  in  the  political  mood  and 
the  sweep  of  the  epidemic.  There  are  still 
plenty  of  laughs  to  be  found,  but  on  occa¬ 
sion  they  are  obscured  by  a  heaviness  that 
reads  like  a  public  service  announcement. 

The  lunch  turned  inevitably  into  a  seminar 
on  Garth.  Delroy  complained  that  Garth 
had  been  put  on  AZT,  and  it  had  helped 
him  at  first,  but  now  he  was  suffering  from 
the  violent  side  effects  —  apparently  it’s  a 
very  toxic  drug  that  can  sometimes  be 
more  lethal  than  the  disease  itself.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  as  Vivien  had  repeatedly  droned, 
a  lot  of  other  possible  drugs  used  against 
AIDS  are  still  in  the  experimental  stage 
because  of  all  that  hierarchical  bullshit. 

“More  lethal  than  the  disease  itself”?  Me- 
thinks  Mr.  Vinnie  never  got  around  to  Susan 
Sontag’s  Illness  as  Metaphor  in  his  aborted 
five  years  of  Dartmouth  undergraduate 
work.  “All  that  hierarchical  bullshit”? 
This  is  not  exactly  a  well-articulated  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  complexities  of  AIDS  treatment, 
but  Vinnie’s  heart  is  obviously  in  the  right 
place  —  which  in  this  case  is  at  a  SCREAM 
meeting.  SCREAM  (The  Society  to  Combat 
Right-wing  Efforts  at  AIDS  Moralizing)  is 
an  ACT  UP-like  direct  action  group  that 
makes  its  name  by  rolling  up  in  beds  to  the 
mayor  of  New  York  and  throwing  condoms 
at  him  to  protest  the  lack  of  bed  space  for 
people  with  AIDS  and  the  lack  of  AIDS  ed¬ 
ucation.  The  SCREAMers,  who  include  a 
lot  of  apparently  straight  people  like  Vivien, 
(who  really  does  read  like  an  activist  lesbian) 
and  “straight”  people  like  Vinnie,  all  have 
their  own  reasons  for  doing  AIDS  work.  In 
Vinnie’s  uproarious,  asexual  case,  AIDS 
anxiety  takes  hold  of  his  psyche  when  he’s 
walking  down  the  street  in  his  fabulous  new 
black  cloth  Chinese  shoes  and  steps  in  a 
puddle  of  what  could  only  be  semen.  Visua¬ 
lizing  his  microphages  picking  up  HIV  and 
carting  it  into  his  system  to  remain  dormant 
for  years,  Vinnie  hops  home  on  the  sides  of 
his  feet  and  washes  in  panic. 

Manhattan  on  the  Rocks  is  funny  and  sad 
at  the  same  time,  not  exactly  great  literature 
but  a  really  terrific  read.  Chock  full  of  up- 
to-the-minute  pop  culture  references  and 
even  a  glance  back  at  last  summer’s  Tomp¬ 
kins  Square  Park  anti-gentrification  riots, 
some  of  the  material  could  appear  dated  by 
the  time  the  book  reaches  paperback.  Some¬ 
how  this  doesn’t  work  against  the  novel  but 
places  it  squarely  in  a  specific  moment  in 
time,  like  last  week.  But  given  this  tres  cur¬ 
rent  feel,  how  could  such  a  connoisseur  of 
pop  ephemera  as  Michael  Musto  keep  from 
making  a  Madonna  reference  until  page 
126?!? 

You  may  not  be  able  to  relate  to  the  prior- 
Continued  on  page  10 
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ohn  Stoltenberg  in  the  mid-1970s  was 
one  of  a  small  number  of  men  writing 
from  a  radical  feminist  perspective  about 
men,  male  supremacy  and  sex.  In  the 
complacently  post-feminist  late  ’80s,  most 
such  writers  have  dropped  away  —  because 
of  their  own  complacency,  the  disinterest  or 
hostility  of  editors,  and  a  wish  to  not  be 
hated  by  every  man  they  meet.  That  Stolten¬ 
berg  has  survived  all  this  is  impressive  in¬ 
deed.  (As  an  example:  Stoltenberg’s  con¬ 
tribution  to  a  February  1980  piece  in  GCN 
on  sadomasochism  arouses  such  anger 
among  some  around  here,  you’d  think  it’d 
been  printed  in  the  last  few  months.) 

Refusing  to  Be  a  Man:  Essays  on  Sex  and 
Justice  is  the  first  collection  of  Stoltenberg’s 
writing.  It  will  make  disturbing  reading  for 
any  man  who  would  look  at  his  identity  as  a 
man. 

While  the  13  essays  span  15  years  and 
many  subjects,  a  questioning  of  the  con¬ 
struct  “male  sexual  identity”  runs 
throughout.  Many  women  and  men  have 
challenged  gender  roles  in  the  last  20  years: 
Stoltenberg  challenges  gender  itself. 

In  “How  Men  Have  (a)  Sex”  he  writes  of 
a  world  with  creatures  very  different  from 
us;  creatures  born  with  hundreds  of  dif¬ 
ferent  chromosome  formations  that  we 
would  say  determine  their  “sex.”  Not  just 
XX  or  XY,  but  XXY  and  XYY  and  XXX, 
and  “mosaic”  variations  where  some  cells 
have  one  combination  and  some  another. 
And  some  are  born  with  chromosomes  that 
aren’t  quite  X  or  Y  because  a  little  of  one  is 
joined  to  another.  “The  creatures  delight  in 
the  fact  that  they  are  not  divisible  into 
distinct  categories.  So  when  another 
newborn  arrives  with  an  esoterically  rare 
chromosomal  formation,  there  is  a  little 
celebration:  ‘Aha,’  they  say,  ‘another  sign 
that  we  are  each  unique.’  ”  These  creatures 
are  also  born  with  a  great  range  of  genital 
formations;  a  continuum  from  clitorises 
with  a  vulva  to  penises  with  a  scrotum.  And 
genitals  we  would  describe  as  a 
“microphallus”  or  a  clitoris  several  inches 
long  are  honored  and  respected.  “What 
these  creatures  find  amazing  and  precious  is 
that  because  everyone’s  genitals  stem  from 
the  same  embryonic  tissue,  the  nerves  inside 
all  their  genitals  got  wired  very  much  alike, 
so  these  nerves  of  touch  just  go  crazy  upon 
contact  in  a  way  that  resonates  completely 
between  them.”  And  as  for  “how  these 
creatures  think  about  reproduction:” 

For  part  of  their  lives,  some  of  them  are 
quite  capable  of  gestation,  delivery,  and 
lactation;  and  for  part  of  their  lives,  some 
of  them  are  quite  capable  of  insemination; 
and  for  part  or  all  of  their  lives,  some  of 
them  are  not  capable  of  any  of  those  things 
—  so  these  creatures  conclude  that  it 
would  be  silly  to  lock  anyone  into  a 
lifelong  category  based  on  a  capability 
variable  that  may  or  may  not  be  utilized 
and  that  in  any  case  changes  over  each 
lifetime  in  a  fairly  uncertain  and  idiosyn¬ 
cratic  way. 

And,  of  course,  these  creatures  have  sex. 
But  “they  do  not  have  a  sex.  In  their  erotic 
lives,  they  are  not  required  to  act  out  their 
status  in  a  category  system  —  because  there 
is  no  category  system.” 

Perhaps  you  have  guessed  the  point  of 
this  science  fiction:  Anatomically,  each 
creature  in  the  imaginary  world  I  have 
been  describing  could  be  an  identical  twin 
of  every  human  being  on  earth.  These 
creatures,  in  fact,  are  us  —  in  every  way 
except  socially  and  politically. 

“The  idea  of  the  male  sex  is  like  the  idea 
of  an  Aryan  race.?’  The  Nazi  notion  of  an 
Aryan  race  could  only  come  about  through 
the  social  creation  of  non-Aryans,  and 
could  only  be  sustained  by  believing  these 
non-Aryans  to  be  non-persons.  “But  .  .  . 


there  simply  is  no  Aryan  race.  There  is  only 
the  idea  of  it  —  and  the  consequences  of  try¬ 
ing  to  make  it  seem  real.  The  male  sex  is  very 
like  that.” 

Now  this  is  a  bizarre  enough  idea  that 
emotionally  it’s  pretty  easy  to  dismiss,  but  I 
Find  it  pretty  hard  to  actually  argue  with. 
And  among  other  things,  it  calls  into  ques¬ 
tion  sexual  orientation:  my  attraction  to 
men,  my  gay  identity,  is  predicated  on  male- 
supremacy-serving  gender  categories.  My 
best  answer  is  “We  live  in  a  context.  Gender 
does  exist  (in  this  society),  and  we  don’t  fur¬ 
ther  the  revolution  by  pretending  it’s 
already  happened.”  But  that’s  uncomfor¬ 
tably  close  to  “We  can’t  get  there  from 
here,”  and  I  don’t  like  that  idea  either. 
Well,  then,  perhaps  I  should  move  on. 
Stoltenberg  is  most  known,  in  the  circles  I 
run  in,  for  his  writings  on  sexuality.  One  of 
the  points  he  makes  is  that  men,  including 
gay  men,  have  sex  in  order  to  have  a  gender; 
that  men  feel  most  male  when  they’re  having 
sex.  Pornography  presents  a  particularly 
compelling  argument  for  this  idea.  Men 
often  use  pornography  to  “make  them  feel 
like  having  sex  when  they  don’t  particularly 
feel  like  having  sex.”  One  of  the  ideas  from 
sexual  liberation  I’m  particularly  fond  of  is 
that  sex  is  an  end  in  itself.  But  if  sex  is  its 
own  reason,  why  would  we  (men)  make 
ourselves  want  sex?  Especially,  why  would 
we  make  ourselves  want  to  masturbate 
alone?  (since  that’s  how  most  pornography 
is  used).  I  think  Stoltenberg  is  right  in 
answering  because  it  makes  us  feel  more 
male. 

In  another  section  Stoltenberg  criticizes 
the  sexual-liberationist  decision  to  separate 
all  discussions  of  ethics  from  discussions  of 
sex. 

Sexual  liberation  could  be  about  fighting 
for  sex  that  is  free  from  institutional 
restraint.  (Stoltenberg  supports  such  a  fight; 
he  fails  both  sexual  liberation  and  truth  in 
not  acknowledging  that  sexual  liberation 
has  done  just  that.)  Sexual  liberation  could 
also  be  about  sex  free  from  fear,  guilt  and 
shame  (and  it  is).  But  sexual  liberation  is 
also  about  sex  free  from  consequences, 
responsibility  and  ethics.  There  are,  in  sex¬ 
ual  liberation  circles,  these  amazing  stric¬ 
tures  against  thinking  about  the  meaning  of 
sexual  acts. 

Think  . . .  of  the . . .  ease  with  which  a  man 
can  privately  manhandle  or  humiliate  or 
injure  someone  else  for  his  sexual 
gratification,  then  just  go  on  with  his  life 
as  if  the  meanings  of  what  he  had  done  and 
the  fact  that  he  had  done  it  stopped  at  the 
torture  chamber  door  —  indeed,  as  if  the 
meaning  of  whatever  happens  in  private 
between  two  consenting  adults  is  not  only 
nobody  else’s  business;  it’s  not  even  the 
business  of  the  people  who  did  it. 

(I  should  point  out  that  this  writing  large¬ 
ly  predates  the  basically  good,  if  narrowly 
focused,  sexual  liberationist  response  to 
AIDS.)  He  goes  on  to  ask  some  disturbing 
questions  about  what  is  supposed  to  be  sex¬ 
ual  freedom. 

Let’s  say,  for  instance,  you  understand 
that  a  basic  principle  of  sexual  freedom  is 
that  people  should  be  free  to  be  sexual  and 
that  one  way  to  guarantee  that  freedom  is 
to  make  sure  that  sex  be  free  from  imposed 
restraint.  That’s  not  a  bad  idea,  but  if  you 
happen  to  look  at  a  magazine  photograph 
in  which  a  woman  is  bound  and  gagged 
and  lashed  down  on  a  plank  with  her 
genital  area  open  to  the  camera,  you  might 
well  wonder:  Where  is  the  freedom  from 
restraint?  where’s  the  sexual  freedom? 

Let’s  say  you  understand  that  people 
should  be  free  to  be  sexual  and  that  one 
way  to  guarantee  that  freedom  is  to  make 
sure  people  are  free  from  sexualized  hate 
and  degradation.  But  let’s  say  you  come 
upon  a  passage  such  as  this:  “Reaching  in¬ 
to  his  pocket  for  the  knife  again,  Ike  step¬ 
ped  just  inches  away  form  Burl’s  outstret¬ 
ched  body.  He  slid  the  knife  under  Burl’s 
cock  and  balls,  letting  the  sharp  edge  of 
the  blade  lightly  scrape  the  underside  of 
Burl’s  nutsack...  ‘Now,  you  just  let  us 
inside  that  tight  black  asshole  of  yours, 
boy,  or  else  we’re  gonna  cut  this  off  and 
feed  it  to  the  cattle!’  ” 

After  reading  that,  you  might  well  ask: 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Where’s  the  freedom  from  hatred? 
where’s  the  freedom  from  degradation? 
where’s  the  sexual  freedom?... 

If  you  look  back  at  the  books  and 
magazines  and  movies  that  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  in  this  country  in  the  name  of  sexual 
freedom  over  the  past  decade,  you’ve  got 
to  wonder:  Why  has  sexual  freedom  come 
to  look  so  much  like  sexual  repression? 
why  has  sexual  freedom  come  to  look  so 
much  like  unfreedom? 

Stoltenberg  answers  that  sexual  liberation 
has  tried  to  gain  sexual  freedom  without 
fighting  for  sexual  justice,  and  that  you 
can’t  get  the  former  without  the  latter.  I 
don’t  disagree,  but  I  think  there’s  also  a 
simpler  answer:  We’ve  been  duped.  In  the 
name  of  sexual  freedom,  we’ve  eroticized 
the  loathing  of  sex.  And  while  it  may  make 
for  more  ways  of  getting  off,  it  also  rein¬ 
forces  our  hatred  of  our  bodies,  our  sex 
our  selves,  and  each  other. 

Stoltenberg  has  often  been  dismissed  as 
anti-sex  —  it’s  certainly  the  charge  against 
him  that  requires  the  least  thought.  Sexual 
liberation  isn’t  very  high  on  his  list  of 
priorities,  but  it’s  basically  mindless  to  use 
the  term  “anti-sex”  to  bludgeon  everyone 
trying  to  look  at  consequences  and  respon¬ 
sibilities.  And  it’s  hard  to  sustain  a  charge  of 
“sex-negative”  against  someone  who 
writes,  of  his  own  sexuality,  of  “an  incredi¬ 
ble  range  of  .  .  .  possibilities  for  mutual 
lovemaking  —  including  rubbing  body  to 
body,  then  coming  body  to  body;  including 
multiple,  non-ejaculatory  orgasms;  in¬ 
cluding  the  feeling  you  get  when  even  the 
tiniest  place  where  you  and  your  partner 
touch  becomes  like  a  window  through  which 
great  tidal  storms  of  passion  ebb  and  flow, 
back  and  forth.” 

John  Stoltenberg’s  biggest  weakness  is  the 
blinkers  he  wears  against  everything  but 
gender.  So  much  has  been  written  about 
simultaneity  of  oppressions  and  against  a 
hierarchy  of  oppressions,  most  obviously  by 
women  of  color,  Stoltenberg  has  no  excuse 
for  simply  leaving  it  out.  His  essay  on  abor¬ 
tion  that  discusses  sex  (quite  well)  and  leaves 
out  class  is  simply  unacceptable. 

It’s  difficult  to  know  if  Stoltenberg’s  cur¬ 
rent  analysis  is  being  affected  by  this 
relatively  recent  writing  by  (mostly)  women 
of  color,  since  these  essays  span  15  years. 
Short  introductory  essays  would  give  us  a 
sense  of  Stoltenberg’s  evolving  politics.  And 
while  Stoltenberg’s  style  makes  his  essays 
best  as  unitary  wholes,  still  the  book  should 
have  an  index. 

Finally,  I  think  Stoltenberg  is  great  fun  to 
quote: 

Men,  it  is  said,  don’t  express  their  feelings. 

...  In  fact,  throughout  history,  men  as  a 
class  have  always  expressed  their  feelings, 
eloquently  and  extensively:  Men  have  ex¬ 
pressed  their  feelings  about  women, 
death,  and  absent  fathers  and  turned  those 
feelings  into  religions.  Men  have  expressed 
their  feelings  about  women,  wealth, 
possession,  and  territory,  and  turned 
those  feelings  into  laws  and  nation-states. 
Men  have  expressed  their  feelings  about 
women,  murder,  and  the  masculinity  of 
other  men  and  from  those  feelings  forged 
battalions  and  detonable  devices.  Men 
have  expressed  their  feelings  about 
women,  fucking,  and  female  rage  against 
subjection  and  turned  those  feelings  into 
psychiatry. 

*  *  * 

What  Men  of  Conscience  Will  Be  Doing  in  the 
Next  Decade 

PREDICTION:  Many  men  of  con¬ 
science  will  do  very  little  or  nothing. 

PREDICTION:  Many  men  of  con¬ 
science  will  prefer  to  discuss  their  feelings. 

PREDICTION:  Many  men  of  con¬ 
science  will  spend  more  time  shopping  for 
tofu  than  they  spend  reading  the  feminist 
press. 

PREDICTION:  Many  men  of  con¬ 
science  will  turn  out  for  one  feminist 
demonstration  every  twelve  months.  They 
will  raise  their  voices  in  shout.  They  will 
shout  louder,  in  fact,  than  all  the  women 
combined.  They  will  even  get  into  a  scuffle 
with  some  other  men,  any  other  men,  hos¬ 
tile  bystanders,  the  police:  They  will  make 
a  noble  scene;  they  will  stage  a  cockfight. 
Then  they  will  go  home  and  try  to  get  in 
touch  with  their  feelings  for  another  year. 

Some  Questions  Often  Asked  about  Feminist 
Activism  and  Male  Sexual  Identity 

QUESTION:  Can  high  consciousness 
exist  in  a  man  who  is  more  or  less  inert? 
How  high  can  consciousness  go  before  the 
fact  that  it  exists  in  a  lump  becomes  a 
political  embarrassment  to  the  lump? 

QUESTION:  Which  of  the  following  is 
the  most  convincing  pretext  for  not  doing 
anything  about  sexist  injustice:  (a)  self- 
hatred,  (b)  guilt,  (c)  more  pressing  politi¬ 
cal  priorities,  or  (d)  “Can’t  you  see  I’m 
trying?”  Are  some  women  more  taken  in 
by  some  pretexts  than  by  others?  How  can 
I  tell  the  difference?  Where  can  I  meet  the 
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women  who  are  easy? 

QUESTION:  Why  is  it  so  difficult  to 
hold  on  to  my  sense  of  maleness  in  the 
company  of  women?  Why  does  being  in 
large  groups  of  mostly  women  protesting 
sexist  injustice  make  me  feel  like  shit? 
Why  do  I  need  a  gaggle  of  men  around  me 
to  feel  better?  Why  is  it  so  difficult  to  get  a 
gaggle  of  men  to  clear  their  calendars  so 
they  can  gather  around  me  and  help  me 
fee!  better?  Does  penis  size  matter?  Am  I 
getting  off  the  subject?  What  is  the  sub¬ 
ject? 

ANSWER:  Feminist  activism  and  male 
sexual  identity.  □ 

Read  Weaver  is  an  activist  who  stopped  be¬ 
ing  critical  of  sex  about  six  years  ago  out  of  a 
wish  to  not  be  hated  by  every  man  he  met. 

Lesbian  Love 

Continued  from  page  7 

“torment-me”  syndrome  is  very  funny  and 
certainly  validated  some  of  my  personal 
reality.  (See,  the  language  used  in  this  book 
is  already  overtaking  me.)  In  a  discussion 
about  lesbians  and  romance,  West  writes, 

Still  others  prefer  a  variation  of  High 
Romance  called  “Torment-Me.”  This 
preference  shares  many  of  the  same  sen¬ 
sory  effects  of  High  Romance.  In  Tor- 
ment-Me,  however,  distance,  not  close¬ 
ness,  is  the  goal .  The  key  to  excitement  and 
passion  is  a  desperate  yearning  for  an  im¬ 
possible  love  in  a  landscape  of  longing 
never  to  be  relieved.  The  beloved  is  to  be 
idealized,  contemplated,  suffered  for  or 
forgiven.  Indifference,  betrayals,  and 
persecution  are  endured.  Torment-Me’s 
are  ingenious;  if  the  romance  begins  to  ac¬ 
tually  go  well,  a  cast  of  competitors  is 
often  created  or  some  other  danger  is  man¬ 
ufactured  to  turn  the  torture  level  back  up. 

Although  I  think  many  dykes  can  relate  to 
this  “cycle”  and  the  very  real  emotions 
described  in  this  passage,  the  ideas  are  over¬ 
shadowed  by  West’s  language  which  passes 
beyond  romantic  into  the  realm  of  sickly- 
sweet. 

The  premise  of  an  advice  book  for  les¬ 
bians  about  relationships  is  a  good  one.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  A  Lesbian  Love  Advisor 
manages  to  take  all  the  fun  out  of  a  poten¬ 
tially  funny  and  familiar  topic.  There  are 
plenty  of  laughs  in  the  book,  but  I  can’t  help 
thinking  that  I’m  laughing  in  all  the  wrong 
places.  Filled  with  hackneyed  phrases,  slap¬ 
stick  puns,  and  questionable,  dull  advice,  A 
Lesbian  Love  Advisor  is  a  great  idea  poorly 
executed.  As  West  herself  might  say,  ova 
and  out.  □ 

Kelly  Gaines  can ’t  think  of  a  thing  to  say 
about  herself. 

Musto 

Continued  from  page  9 

ities  of  the  nightclubbers,  but  personally, 
I’d  rather  read  Musto’s  fictionalized  ac¬ 
counts  than  Jay  Bright  Lights,  Big  City 
McKinerny’s  any  old  day.  Unlike  other 
novels  of  its  type,  Manhattan  on  the  Rocks 
at  least  goes  an  inch  below  the  surface.  And 
sometimes  its  seemingly  scene-specific 
events  reveal  the  commonality  of  much 
human  experience.  What  dyke  who’s  feeling 
left  out  of  the  lesbian  baby  boom  couldn’t 
relate  to  Vinnie’s  analysis  of  the  Randi  and 
Doric  pregnancy?  “Everyone  was  having 
babies  nowadays.  They  had  become  the  new 
status  symbol,  a  chic  new  plaything  you  fur¬ 
nished  the  house  with  to  complement  the 
velveteen  couch  and  the  shag  carpet.  Even 
people  who  didn’t  want  one  wanted 
one....” 

When  Vinnie  gets  out  of  the  rarified  club 
environment  for  a  dinner  with  his  family  — 
and  later  for  a  big  Italian  wedding  —  the 
novel  reaches  heights  of  comic  insanity  that 
make  you  wish  the  scenes  would  go  on  for¬ 
ever.  Reader  frustration  does  creep  in  when 
the  characters  can’t  overcome  their  denial  of 
the  AIDS  epidemic,  even  as  it  surrounds 
their  social  circle.  Vivien  may  be  made  fun 
of  for  her  single-minded  devotion  to  the  ac¬ 
tivist  cause  but  at  some  point  you  want  to 
scream  that  all  of  the  other  characters 
should  follow  her  lead.  Maybe  they  will. 
Maybe  they  won’t.  And  maybe  Vinnie  will 
wake  up  and  realize  why  he  can’t  get  a  hard 
on,  that  his  frustrated  pal  Favio  knows  what 
he’s  doing  when  he  tries  to  seduce  him. 
Maybe  he  won’t.  And  maybe,  just  maybe  — 
someday  in  the  future  —  there  will  be  lots  of 
straight  people  who  realize  the  importance 
of  working  for  medical  and  social  change 
and  become  committed  to  a  direct  action 
group  like  SCREAM  (I  kept  wondering 
“Who  are  these  concerned  heterosexual 
AIDS  activists  and  why  haven’t  I  ever  met 
any  of  them?”).  Maybe  they  won’t.  □ 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somervllla  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Work¬ 
space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 

PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

<617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

EARLE  III  INC. 

Building  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and 
Commercial 
Call  Buddy 
(617)354-1706 

HOUSECLEANING  AT 
ANY  TIME 
Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 
(617)  567-6736 
Residential  or 
Commercial 
Windows  Included! 


COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison, 

L. I.C.S.W. 

(508)  475-6950 
Insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
I86V2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M. A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  Vi  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  M  A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior 

Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

(617)  395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary 
consultation 
Computer  electrology 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  In 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL 
INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health, 
bars,  and  events. 

Call  11  PM-2  AM,  (215) 
634-2090 


Central  Square,  ■ 
Cambridge 
(617)  497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 


INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY  LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

(617)  491-5567 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 
life-threatening 
illnesses. 

Delivery/references.  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000,  X  298,' 
M-Sat.,  12-7 


BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutr1  ion  and  Spiritual 
Cot  seling 

(61,.  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 


PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 
Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375 
McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
(617)236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6622 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry 
Wing,  Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
‘Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

REMODELING 

GARRISON 

CONSTRUCTION 

Roofing-siding-gutters- 

decks-porches 

Replacement  doors  & 

windows 

Interior  &  exterior 
painting 

Fully  licensed  &  insured 
For  free  estimate  call 
Tom 

(617)  545-0078 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirjg^d  More 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 
(617)353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th.  4  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2 
AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


FolkTree  ConcertMakers  present... 

LIVE  IN  CONCERT  TOGETHER! 

CRIS  WILLIAMSON 
and  TERESA  TRULL 

Saturday,  October  7 

2  shows:  5  &  9  PM 

Berklee  Performance  Center 

$18  and  $16  all  seats  reserved 


- 

Affordable  Dreams.  .  . 

Choose  your  pool  —  Choose  your  payment 


EXTRUDED  ALUMINUM 
ABOVE-GROUND  FENCE 
ON  DECK  POOL 

From  $3395 

FINANCE  AT  $50.00 
MONTH 

Complete  with  1  HP  filter  and 
maintenance  package. 

•  30  year  structural  warrantee 


Liner  Replacements  & 
Pool  Closings 
1-800-822-8013 


From  $9995 

Reg.  $12,120 

FINANCE  AT  $99.00 
MONTH 

•  Choice  of  shapes  and  sizes 
•  Completely  installed  with  com¬ 
mercial  filter  and  maintenance 
equipment 
•  30  mil.  commercial  liner 

Call  for  FREE 
Home  Survey.  .  . 

LIFETIME  WARRANTEE 

CALL  1-800-822-8013  for  brochure  and  appointment 

FAMILY  POOLS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND,  INC. 

Authorized  Baquacil  Dealer 
RT  123  Brockton  508/559-6699 
.oJomuy  rt  44  Mjddleboro  508/824-1317 

-  OPEN  7  DAYS  - 


CUSTOM  IN-GROUND 
POOLS 


RECTANGULAR  ON¬ 
GROUND  POOLS 

From  $799§1,n,::  1 
FINANCED  $89.00 
MONTH 


aorto  ■. 


•  Completely  installed  with  dual 
filtration  system  and  deluxe 
maintenance  package 

•  Custom  sizes  with  carpeted 
patio  deck  and  walk  around 

•  40  year  guarantee 


Save  up  to  $2000 


Actions 

Continued  from  page  3 

Scheduled  for  April  21-23,  the  Chicago  ac¬ 
tions  will  target  the  insurance  industry  and 
the  health  care  system. 

Plans  for  the  San  Francisco  conference 
are  still  in  the  early  stages,  said  Eibhlyn,  but 
he  said  the  gathering  would  be  especially  ex¬ 
citing  to  plan  for,  because  the  organizers  un¬ 
wittingly  scheduled  it  to  coincide  with  San 
Francisco  Gay  Pride  week  (June  20-24).  In 
addition  to  coordinating  actions  targeted  at 
the  conference,  ACT  NOW  will  also  host 
the  First  International  Conference  on  AIDS 
Activism  (June  17-18).  Eibhlyn  said  ACT 
NOW  is  seeking  input  from  activist  groups 
around  the  world  as  it  plans  for  this  am¬ 
bitious  meeting.  (Several  ACT  UP  chapters 
and  AIDS  activist  groups  will  have  pledged 
to  have  a  coordinated  day  of  actions  in  the 
U.S.  and  Europe  in  December,  to  target  the 
international  profiteering  of  Burroughs- 
Wellcome,  according  to  Eibhlyn.) 

OUTl’s  Faber,  who  is  also  part  of  the 
ACT  NOW  network,  agreed  with  Eibhlyn’s 
assessment  about  the  importance  of  the  Oct. 
6  actions.  “I  think  it  will  be  something  really 
good  for  ACT  NOW,”  she  said,”  because 
we  want  it  to  be  a  network  that  enhances  the 
work  of  local  groups.  We’re  still  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  finding  the  way  that  can  happen  best. 
Experimenting  with  coordinated  local  ac¬ 
tions  is  a  good  approach,  and  we  have  also 
been  able  to  provide  resources  to  new  and 
smaller  groups.” 

“We’re  building  —  teaching  each  other,” 
said  Eibhlyn.  “People  are  discussing  issues 
they  probably  never  had  to  think  about  in 
their  lives  before.  It’s  a  positive  experience, 
and  it’s  making  an  incredible  contribution 
to  the  re-emergence  of  a  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation  movement  in  this  country,”  he 
said. 

“I  don’t  think  it’s  easy,  and  sometimes 
you  get  frustrated  because  it’s  not  moving  as 
quickly  as  you  want  it  to,”  Eibhlyn  said. 
Despite  the  ups  and  downs  of  the  ACT 
NOW  effort,  Eibhlyn  said  he  continues  to 
focus  on  the  goals  of  bringing  an  end  to  the 
AIDS  epidemic  and  building  “something 
that  will  help  to  create  real  progressive  social 
change  in  this  country.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Silber 

Continued  from  page  I 

the  vileness  of  his  bigotry....  That  the  ADL 
finds  itself  in  bed  with  him  is  the  clearest  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  unsafe  relationship  I  can  think 
of.” 

After  speeches  by  David  Scondras,  open¬ 
ly  gay  member  of  the  Boston  City  Council, 
and  Jean  McCray  of  the  Boston  Human 
Rights  Commission,  a  group  of  five  protes¬ 
ters  spoofed  Silber’s  social  philosophies  in  a 
skit  called  “Shooting  Straight.”  Wearing 
signs  that  read  “gay  and  lesbian  rights,” 
“women’s  equality,”  “freedom  of  speech,” 
“unions”  and  “safe  sex,”  they  stood  in 
front  of  the  crowd  as  another  protester  read 
a  list  of  actions  Silber  has  taken  against  each 
cause.  One  by  one,  the  protesters  were  shot 
by  a  man  brandishing  a  cap  gun  until  they  all 
lay  dead  on  the  ground. 

Sheila  Porks  of  the  National  Organiza-  r 
tion  for  Women  spoke  last.  “As  a  Jewish 
woman,”  she  said,  “I  find  it  offensive  that 
the  ADL  would  award  John  Silber,  who  is 
anti-choice.”  Porks  also  said  that  the  award 
has  put  the  ADL  into  an  alliance  with  those 
who  are  “anti-woman  and  misogynist,” 
despite  the  ADL’s  claims  to  the  contrary. 
She  challenged  the  organization  to  realign 
itself  by  “giving  next  year’s  award  to  a 
woman  on  the  front  lines  fighting  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  women.” 

As  she  approached  the  end  of  her  speech, 
Porks  explained  that  Silber’s  denial  of  pro¬ 
tections  to  gay  men  and  lesbians  at  BU 
deprives  them  of  privacy  in  much  the  same 
way  that  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  revamp¬ 
ing  of  abortion  laws  deprives  women  of 
privacy.  “To  John  Silber,”  Porks  conclud¬ 
ed,  “I  say,  ‘Get  out  of  our  bedrooms,  our  of 
our  lives  and  out  of  our  bodies!....  You  will 
never  win  because  our  bodies  are  our 
lives!’  ”  She  left  the  podium  as  the  crowd 
shouted,  “Our  bodies  are  our  lives!  Our 
bodies  are  our  lives!” 

After  the  protest,  Amy  Lee  told  GCN that 
she  was  disappointed  that  more  people  did 
not  attend  the  protest.  She  said,  “I  think 
more  people  would  have  been  nice.  The  big 
group  that  didn’t  show  up  was  BU 
students.”  She  and  other  organizers  had 
hoped  to  see  a  repeat  of  last  year  when  over 
200  people  gathered  to  demonstrate  against 
the  award  given  to  Cardinal  Law.  Lee  said 
that  this  year  she  “was  told  that  a  lot  of  peo¬ 


ple  didn’t  show  up  because  they  were  scared 
or  intimidated  by  the  number  of  gay  people 
that  would  be  here.”  But,  she  added,  “I  was 
impressed  by  the  diversity  of  this  year’s 
crowd.  They  were  great.” 

Lee  also  said  that  the  ADL  has  contacted 
the  organizers  of  the  demonstration  and  ex¬ 
pressed  an  interest  in  hearing  their  views. 
However,  the  ADL  also  said  that  it  will  not 
meet  with  any  of  them  if  they  are  accom¬ 
panied  by  Blumenfeld.  “There  is  a  slim 
chance  that  we’ll  be  meeting  with  them,” 
Lee  said.  “But,  if  any  of  us  are  excluded 
from  the  meeting,  none  of  us  will  show 
up.”  □ 

The  ADL  may  be  contacted  by  calling 
(617)  330-9696,  or  by  writing  to:  The  Anti- 
Defamation  League  of  the  B’nai  B  ’ rith ;  One 
Lincoln  Plaza,  Suite  301;  Boston,  MA 
0211 1.  Letters  should  be  brought  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Leonard  Zakim. 

Allies  for  the  ’90s 

Continued  from  back  page 
GALLAN  and  Fenway  and  between 
GALLAN  and  other  members  of  the  labor 
community  resulted  in  a  September  20 
meeting  between  Fenway,  GALLAN  and 
Joe  Nigro,  secretary-treasurer-general  agent 
of  the  Buildings  and  Construction  Trades 
Council  of  Boston  (the  umbrella  organiza¬ 
tion  for  the  Boston  building  trades  unions). 

During  the  meeting  FCHC  Executive 
Director  Dale  Orlando  told  GALLAN  and 
Nigro  that  the  Fenway  was  powerless  over 
Brown’s  actions,  but  was  trying  to  persuade 
Brown  to  use  union  labor.  GALLAN  mem- 
'bers,  while  acknowledging  Fenway’s  predic¬ 
ament,  reiterated  their  conviction  that  Fen¬ 
way  should  use  union  labor  for  the  interior 
of  the  treatment  center,  over  which  it  does 
have  control.  Nigro  explained  that  using 
union  labor  ensures  quality  construction 
and  emphasized  labor’s  commutment  to  ac¬ 
cessible  health  care. 

Three  additional  days  of  discussion  led  to 
a  commitment  by  FCHC  to  build  the  interi¬ 
or  of  the  new  center  with  union  labor.  In  the 
meantime,  Nigro  is  working  with  Brown’s 
general  contractor  to  ensure  that  the  ex¬ 
terior  work  is  done  by  union  labor. 

According  to  Steve  Huber,  director  of 
development  and  public  relations  for 
FCHC,  “GALLAN’s  unique  position  rep¬ 
resenting  both  gays  and  lesbians  and  the 
labor  community  greatly  helped  to  facilitate 
dialogue  between  Fenway  and  the  labor 
community.” 

Coming  out  in  two  communities 

Even  before  their  work  as  moderators  be¬ 
tween  the  building  trade  unions  and  Fen¬ 
way,  many  GALLAN  members  discovered 
that,  in  Chernow’s  words,  “This  benefit 
was  a  good  issue  to  come  out  around.” 

Of  course,  being  out  on  the  job  carries 
definite  risks.  Nancy  Marks,  a  union  organi¬ 
zer  for  Service  Employees  International 
Union,  Local  509  and  GALLAN  member 
says,  “I  can  be  really  liked  and  looked  up  to 
as  a  leader,  and  treated  with  respect,  but  if  I 
come  out  as  a  lesbian,  all  that  can  be  thrown 
out  the  window....  I  came  to  Boston  because 
I  was  tired  of  being  a  gay  labor  activist  in 
isolation.  The  main  focus  for  me  has  been  to 
get  support  and  to  build  a  community  where 
I  feel  safe  with  other  gay  and  lesbian  labor 
activists.  GALLAN  wants  to  become  a  visi¬ 
ble  group  so  that  gay  and  lesbian  workers 
around  Massachusetts  know  they  have  an 
organization  that  represents  their 
interests.” 

Chernow  adds  that  Allies  for  the  ’90s  “is 
an  opportunity  for  members  of  both  the 
gay/lesbian  community  and  the  labor  com¬ 
munity  to  support  each  other’s  struggles. 
Not  since  the  Coors  boycott  have  these  com¬ 
munities  formally  worked  together.  This 
fundraiser  is  a  chance  to  restrengthen  our 
mutual  commitment  for  basic  human  rights. 
One  of  our  goals  for  the  benefit  is  to  estab¬ 
lish  gays  and  lesbians  as  a  visible  force  in  the 
labor  community,  and  I  think  we  have 
begun  to  demonstrate  that  we  are.”  □ 

Tickets  for  the  Allies  for  the  ’90s  benefit  are 
$10  in  advance,  and  $12  at  the  door,  and  are 
available  at  Copley  Flair,  Red  Book  Store, 
Glad  Day  Book  Store,  and  New  Words 
Book  Store.  Sponsorships  and  endorse¬ 
ments  are  also  being  sought.  The  event  will 
be  ASL  interpreted  and  is  wheel  chair  ac¬ 
cessible.  For  further  information  please  call 
617/267-0900. 

For  further  information  on  GALLAN  con¬ 
tact  Nancy  Marks  at  617/282-2509. 

Nan  Donald  is  a  Boston  writer  and  musi¬ 
cian. 
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GET  CONECTED  WITH  ONE  OTHER  WOMEN 
FOR  PRIVATE  CONVERSATION . 


24  HRS 
ADULTS  ONLY 


10c  per  min.  20c  first  min. 

ONLY  $1.00  first  9  min. 


A  PORTION  OF  THE  PROFITS  FROM  T  550  WOMN 
ARE  BEING  USED  TO  ESTABLISH  AND  FUND 
THE  NEW  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  SERVICE  CENTER. 
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“J  LEATHER,  HE  AVY  GROUP  ACTION 
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1-550-STUD 

66  GAY  GROUP  LINE  FOR  YOUNG  GUYS 

1 T550MATE 

00  GAY  1  ON  1  FOR  NEW  FRIENDS  &  RELATIONSHIPS 

"  1-550-ORGY 

HOT  GAY  GROUP  PHONE  SEX 

1-550-.IO.IO 

BISEXUAL  1  ON  1 

1-550-5500 

BISEXUAL  FANTASY-GROUP  ACTION 

1-550-HARD 

O  HARDCORE  GROUP  ACTION 

1*550*HUNK 

HOT  GAY  1  ON  1  PHONE  SEX 

24  HOURS  •  ADULTS  ONLY 
10c  per  min.  •  20c  first  min.  •  $1.00  first  9  min. 
GAY  OWNED  AND  OPPERATED 

SOME  OF  THE  PROFITS  FROM  THESE  LINES  ARE  BEING  USED  TO 
ESTABLISH  AND  FUND  THE  NEW  LESBIAN/GAY  SERVICE  CENTER. 
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GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  lo  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Prof,  lady  of  substance  seeks  romantic,  expressive,  af¬ 
fectionate,  playful,  prof,  lady  30-plus  for  life  partner. 
Unique  responses  to  Box  285,  Dennisport,  Mass.  02639. 
_ (16) 

ATTENTION  MILITARY  WOMEN 
This  30  y/o  white  lesbian  civilian  is  looking  for  a  few 
good  friends  and  penpals.  I’m  sincere  and  honest.  Write 
Robin  POB  5992  Oxnard,  CA  93031-5992.  Please  take  a 
chance. _ (13) 

ARE  YOU  REAL! 

Arrive  10-10-89,  for  a  visit  of  3  weeks,  raised  Boston  so 
no  bull.  You  25-35  very  straight  appearing  &  handsome 
GWM  5’9”-6’,  1 65-1 801bs,  endowed  cut  bottom 

nonhairy,  affectionate  no  hustlers,  I’m  35  blonde  blue  6’ 
1801bs  very  straight  appearing  &  handsome,  endowed 
cut  top  some  body  hair  1  believe  in  MONOGAMY. 
GCN  Box  371. _ (_12) 

SWH:  The  love  train  riding  coast-to-coast,  cruising  for  a 
bruising  and  stopping  the  perusing,  get  the  point?  Good 
—  Now  let’s  dance.  We  are  a  part  of  a  rhythm  nation. 
Loveya,  1814.  _ (12) 
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BATUCADA  BELLES 

A  woman’s  percussion  band  playing  African,  Afro-Cuban 
and  Brazilian  rhythms,  opens  to  new  members  October  10  and 
17.  In  order  to  more  fully  represent  the  Boston  area  communi¬ 
ty  of  women,  and  the  communities/cultures  from  which  the 
band’s  rhythms  derive,  the  Belles  will  be  opening  only  to 
women  of  color  this  season.  No  musical  experience  necessary. 
For  more  information  please  call  Angelamia  Bachemin, 
617/569-6094, _ Of) 

SEATTLE  GAY  COMPUTER  BBS! 

We  invite  you  to  call  28  Barbary  Lane  Computer  BBS, 
Washington  State’s  oldest  and  largest  Gay  Computer  Bulletin 
Board  System.  300/1200/2400  BAUD,  9  lines,  600-plus  users, 
free  access  to  all!  24  hours.  (206)  525-2828. _ (13) 

PRACTICAL  SELF  DEFENSE  FOR  WOMEN  AND  GIRLS 
The  Sanchin  Women’s  School  of  Karate  and  Self-Defense  is 
sponsoring  an  8-week  Saturday  course,  meeting  from  10:30  to 
noon,  beginning  October  14  at  7  Temple  St.,  Central  Square, 
Cambridge.  $65  for  full  course,  some  scholarships  available. 
Limited  enrollment.  For  more  information,  call  395-4250.  (14) 
LESBIAN  INCEST  GROUP 

Therapy  group  starting  fall  ’89;  16  weeks;  Tues.  7-8:30pm;  ex¬ 
perienced  facilitator;  call  Gloria  Melnitsky,  LICSW,  at 
Tapestry  —  (617)  661-0248, _ (12) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
_ (20) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  4264469  for  more  info. 


K  PERSONALHEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  »Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

!  /  ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  233-US3>- - L 


LESBIAN  COUPLES  GROUP 

Deepen  commitment 
Explore:  blocks  to  intimacy,  life  scripts, 
sexuality,  finances. 

Dysfunctional  family  issues 
Communication,  honesty, 
Empowerment  of  self  and  relationship. 
Celebrate  the  joys  of  coupledom. 

CANTABRIGIA 

COUNSELING 

ANITA  W.  ROSSIEN,  LCSW 

Oct.  4  -  Dec.  13,  1989 
7:30  -  9:30  pm 
$30  per  session,  per  person 
Cambridge 
6I7-3S4-598I 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Staff  of  18 
next  to  T 
&  bus  depot 
sliding  scale/ins. 


520  Comm.  Ave. 
Kenmore  Sq. 
247-4861 


COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN  BY  WOMEN 
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FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


pPB,r?r^  is  A 

Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  o(  254  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25<t 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 


$. 
$. 
$. 
$. 

Subtotal  $ 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  1  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip,  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
42  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 
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VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


Now  That  You  Have 
A  Lover 

You  start  to  live  your  relation¬ 
ship.  Cope  with  disapproving 
parents.  Struggle  with 
conflicts  over  money,  power, 
sex,  jealousy,  and  space. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


♦INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

♦GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


US'  "  •  *„•$ 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

* 


m 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
(508)  475-6950 


1/ 

Agoraphobia  Services 

|  anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Hanover.  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

(617)  734-5779 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

15  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 

Phone 

i617) 

266-2069 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  MA  022  1 5 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


H 


Ftp  WAJ±r E  D 

Child  Support  Advocate  needed  for  a  shelter  for  bat¬ 
tered  woman  and  their  children.  32  hrs/wk,  $22k  ex¬ 
cellent  benefits.  Bicultural/bilingual,  former  battered 
women,  women  of  color,  and  lesbian  women  encourag¬ 
ed  to  apply.  Send  resumes  to:  Transition  House  Hiring 
Committee,  PO  Box  530,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 
Deadline  October  15,  1989,  (12) 
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EXPERIENCED 
PRESS  OPERATOR 
2-COLOR  STRIPPER 


Multi-racial  printing 
collective  seeks  new 
members.  Self-managed  union 
shop,  part  of  the  movement  for 
political,  social  and  economic 
change  for  15  years.  Minimum 
two  years  experience  necessary. 
People  of  color  and  women  are 
encouraged  to  apply. 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

(61 7)  524-6822 


CLINICIAN 

Beech  Hill  Hospital,  an  indpatient  chemical  dependency 
setting,  has  an  opening  for  a  Master  Level  clinician.  Ex¬ 
perience  with  eating  disorders  is  required.  Please  send 
resume  to:  Louise  Sutherland,  Clinical  Manager  of 
Therapy,  P.O.  Box  254,  Dublin,  New  Hampshire  03444. 
_  (12) 

FEDERAL,  STATE  AND  CIVIL  SERVICE  JOBS! 

$18,037  to  $69,405.  Immediate  Hiring!  Your  area.  Call 
(refundable)  1-518-459-3611,  ext.  F4404E  for  Federal 
list. _ _ _ (13) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/wk. 

Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228. _ (38) 

ACT  IN  TV  COMMERCIALS 

High  pay,  no  experience... AH  ages  kids,  teens,  young 
adults,  families,  mature  people,  animals,  etc.  Call  now! 
Charm  Studios  1  -(800)  447-1530  Ext.  7677. _ (12) 
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A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 


GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  heated  pool,  coo)  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Enjoy  this  beautiful 
100  acre  mountain  setting  with  spectacular  fall  colors! 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978,  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (19) 

CARIBBEAN  PARADISE  FOR  LOVERS 
SEA  PARK  six  handsomely  furnished  fully  equipped 
one  bedroom  apartments  with  private  sea  view  patios  on 
three  acres.  Catering  to  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Tennis, 
snorkeling,  horseback  riding,  sailing  and  beach.  P.O. 
Box  2794,  Frederiksted,  St.  Croix  USVI  00841  (809) 
772-4219,  Mike  and  Peter,  hosts., _  (12) 


A' 


PARTMENTS 


SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  message. _  (c) 

AVAILABLE  NOW! 

Ashmont  T,  Dorchester,  5  rooms,  2  bedrooms,  on-street 
parking,  storage,  gas  heat,  1st  month  plus  security,  $650 
(utilities  not  included)  265-1728. _  (12) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Sunny,  quiet,  2  BR,  good  cond.,  e.i.k.,  hdwd  firs,  owner- 
occupied,  across  Arbor.,  nr.  T’s,  w/d  hook-up,  porches,  pets 
ok,  524-6592. _ (12) 

ASHMONT  HILL  DORCHESTER 

Sunny  two  bedrm  duplex  in  owner-occupied  Victorian  on 
quiet  tree-lined  street.  Hardwood  floors,  off-street  parking, 
$850  heat  included.  Nov,  1,  call  288-1587,  _ 03) 


Sunny,  quiet  2  bedroom  near  Arboretum  and  Green  and 
Orange  lines,  porches,  e.i.  kitchen,  900/month.  524-6592.  (12) 

Jones  Hill  Dorchester  2  room  studio  in  lesbian  owned  house, 
offstrt  prkg,  sundeck,  trees,  air,  view,  avail  10/1,  $515  inch  all, 
436-2583.  _ 02) 


FOR  RENT 


COUNTRY  HOME  FOR  RENT 

Quiet,  spacious,  3-bdrm  ranch  house  in  NCentral  MA. 
Beautiful  private  setting,  w/d,  wood  stove,  garage. 
$900/mo,  plus  util.  Call  (508)  425-4555. _ (13) 


Seattle  via  Chicago  rider  wanted,  share  driving  and  ex¬ 

penses.  Leave  mid-Oct.  LF,  no  smoke  call  Deborah 
625-9330.  ii?) 


OOMMATE  WANTED 

FOR  NOV  1ST  SOMERVILLE 

Put  down  some  roots.  Friendly  home  needs  3rd  lesbian 
nonsmoker,  responsible,  neat  without  pets.  Share 
chores,  some  meals  and  food,  $325-plus  utils.  623-7258 
til  10pm. _ (13) 

LF  23  seeks  2LFs,  to  share  beautiful  3BR  in  JP. 
Dishwasher,  carpeting,  large  basement,  parking,  on  bus 
line.  No  smk/drgs/pets  min.  alcohol.  350-plus  and 
375-plus.  522-6454, _ (13) 

SOMERVILLE 

Lesbian  42  plus  2  cats  seek  lesb  30-plu  to  share  homey 
spacious  apt.  between  Porter  and  Davis  Square 
wash/dryer.  No  smokers,  no  more  pets  available  Oct.  or 
Nov.  625-4298.  Rent  $325  plus  utilities. _ (13) 

LF  40  friendly  responsible  irreverent  seeks  same  for  7  rm 
at  in  groovy  Union  Square  S’ville.  Pis  no  cigs  kitties 
388/mo-plus.  Lesbian  landlady.  625-6364  Iv  message. 
_ (12) 

LF  with  1  dog,  2  cats  seeking  female  roommate  to  share 
large  2  bedroom  Mission  Hill  apt.  Near  Greenline.  $300 
plus  util.  738-8762.  (12) 

DAVIS  SQ.  SOMERVILLE 

LF  26-plus  for  nice  2bdrm  near  Redline  and  Bus.  No 
pets,  cigarettes,  drugs.  Gay,  straight,  bi-,  Democrats, 
Republicans,  OK.  Not  into  “isms.”  Call  before  9:30pm, 
623-7415. _ (12) 

LF,  36,  seeks  quiet  F  for  Cambridge  sunny  2  bedroom, 
freshly  renovated  apartment  with  screened  porch.  Five 
'  minutes  from  T,  groceries,  laundry.  No  smoke/pets, 
min.  alcohol.  Rent  negotiable  for  housework  or  part 
time  occupancy.  $3 10-plus.  491-2298. _ (12) 

SUBLET  I0/I5-J/I5  OR  EARLIER 
Davis  Square  Somerville  (reopened)  'A  house,  duplex, 
across  T,  $650.00/month  plus  util,  plus  sec.  dep.  Possi¬ 
ble  roommate  situation  for  one  after  March,  call  Lisa 
625-2159. _ (12) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 

Male  housemate  needed  for  funky,  progressive,  semi- 
veg,  semi-coop  home  in  beautiful  Cambridgeport  for 
October  1st  or  sooner.  Call  864-1466,  evenings  best. 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets.  (12) 


Women  in  Sports  calendar  1990.  Great  Christmas  gift 
send  $8.95  to  Sujesar  Company,  P.O.  Box  338 
Tewksbury  MA  01976. _ (12) 

RELATIONSHIP  STRUGGLES? 

New  audiotape  gives  support  and  steps  to  resolve  con¬ 
flict.  Based  on  bestseller  Lesbian  Couples.  $11.95 
postpaid  to  Seal  Press,  3131  Western  Ave,  No.  410, 
Seattle,  WA  98121. _ (15) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick ,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  1L  61054.  (17,36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  .  .(area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N.  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14(ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 

02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to' 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (cx) 


Ql 


RGANIZATIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ ' _ (15.32) 

MANfBOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  _ (7) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_ Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

|«  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


9P 


I 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


■  23  yr  old  light-skinned  black  Lesbian  female  in- 
jcarcerated.  Athletic,  likes  sports,  educated, 
B  large  frame.  Please  write.  Zoe  Ann  WHITE, 
186944,  3511  Bemis  Rd,  Ypsilanti  MI  48197, 


Poetry  of  the  Black  Experience  WANTED! 
A  new  poetry  journal  called  KUUMBA,  a 
Swahili  work  meaning  ‘creativity’,  is  beginning 
and  is  looking  for  poems  reflecting  tne  ex¬ 
perience  of  .black  gay  men  and  lesbians.  (Only 
poetry  sent  with  a  stamped  envelope  will  be 
returned  if  you  want  it  back.)  Send  to: 
KUUMBA,  Box  83912,  Los  Angeles  CA  90083. 


TEXAS  prisoner  support!! 

Excellent  newsletter  (‘The  Battle  Blotter’) 
and  prisoner  support  organization.  Write: 
Prisoners’  Rights  Advocacy  Centers  of 
America,  204  Elmo  Ave,  San  Antonio  TX 
78225.  (Wonder  if  they  have  organizations, 
in  other  states?). 


1 28  yr  old  bisexual  female  into  the  outdoors, 

•  rock  and  roll,  travel,  fun  loving  people,  would 
j  like  to  hear  from  anyone.  Prisoners  welcome, 
[but  have  to  be  from  out  of  state.  Bonnie) 
[DAVIS,  Box  1  Hall  S-2,  Goochland  VA  23063. 


AIDS  info  FREE! 

Prisoners  can  write  to  receive  AIDS 
info  and  the  PWA-RAG  (Prisoners 
With  AIDS — Rights  Advocacy 
Group)  Newsletter  by  writing  to:  The 
Fund  for  Human  Dignity,  c/o  Abby 
Talmer,  666  Broadway,  New  York, 
NY  10012. 


What  are  you,  scared? 

I’d  like  to  know  what  is  wrong  with  the  gay 
brothers  in  the  free  world?  I  have  placed  penpal 
ads  in  your  paper  and  have  yet  to  receive  a  let¬ 
ter.  There’s  reasons  why  a  lot  of  us  are  in  here 


(unemployed,  family  problems,  etc  etc):  and  not 
all  of  us  want  to  ‘use  people  outside.  I  have  no 
one  but  myself.  I’m  a  Transsexual  and  they 

ila 


I  am  a  pre-op  male  to  female  T/S  on  death  row 
in  CA.  I’m  a  PWARC  and  am  lonely  and  would 
like  to  hear  from  someone  to  be  my  penpal  to 
share  thoughts  and  experiences.  SASE  if  possi¬ 
ble.  Janet  KOLMETZ,  Box  E-20001,  l-E-66, 
Tamal  CA  94974. 


won’t  let  me  have  parole,  like  they  would 
anybody  else  at  this  point,  because  of  it.  I  could 
use  some  real  friends.  I  go  bv  ‘Candi’,  and  have 
feelings  and  understanding  like  anybody  else. 
Remember,  we  are  the  minority  and  we  need  to 
stick  up  for  each  other.  Please  write.  James  FIT¬ 
ZGERALD,  98743,  Dorm  I,  LaGrange  KY  40032. 


Please  place  a  ‘gay  friend’  penpal  ad  for  me.  I 
am  a  lonesome  inmate  and  hope  to  hear  from 
someone  very  soon  (like  yesterday).  I’m  a  hand¬ 
some  Black  stud  with  a  key  hole  Thriller,  and  not 
into  head  games.  I  hope  to  hear  from  you.  Issac 
Lee  KIRKMAN,  Box  439,  Creswell  NC  27928. 

Spanish  ‘queen’  looking  for  a  nice  gentleman  to 
be  in  touch  with  me.  Lute«MfY51f$®N|  130495, 
Box  100,  Somers  CT  06071,  ~ 

I  am  Black,  very  good  looking,  and  looking  Tor 
a  nice  understanding  Gay  friend.  I  study  books, 
like  sex,  and  riding  horses.  Don’t  be  bashful. 
Clifton  ROBERSON,  83251,  Star  Rt  Box  22-B, 
Tucker  AR  72168. _ 

Extremely  multifaceted  intellectual  artist  seeks 
extraordinary  penpal  for  receipt  of  long, 
stylishly  written  letters.  Interests  include: 
classical  music  (e.g.  Rachmaninov, 
Shostakovich),  Art,  Psychoanalysis,  Physics, 
Metaphysics,  and  Eastern  Religions.  Write 
Timothy  MORAN,  476905,  Box  16,  Lovelady 
TX  75851. _ 

LOOKING  FOR  A  QUEEN.  Age  weight  or 
race  doesn’t  really  matter.  Please  write  Mike 
BARNES,  298615,  Box  4500,  Tennessee  Colony 
TX  75861. _ 

You  may  call  me  ‘Brandi’,  as  all  my  friends  do. 
Due  to  my  preferred  ‘gay’  lifestyle  I’m  in  isola¬ 
tion.  The  loneliness  is  unbareable.  and  would  be 
greatly  helped  with  correspondence  from  people 
such  as  you.  Gerard  PHELPS,  1 17296,  Camp  D 
Hawk  4-R-10,  Louisiana  State  Prison,  Angola 
LA  70712, _ 

Calling  the  SEATTLE  area! 

All  that  stands  between  me  and  freedom  is  find¬ 
ing  an  apartment  to  rent.  But  without  someone 
to  do  the  footwork  for  me  I  can’t  get  out  to 
look  for  a  place.  I  just  need  info  from  the  Seat¬ 
tle  area.  I  have  the  money  available  for  rent. 
I’m  looking  for  a  one  bedroom  or  studio. 
Please  write.  James  CONE,  277249,  C-A-12, 
PO  Box  900,  Shelton  WA  98584 


From  the  Heart  of  Modern  Day  SLAVERY 

My  condition  is  23  hr  lockdown  and  unable  to 
be  among  people  I  can  fully  relate  to,  it’s  a  day 
after  day  struggle  to  resist  some  of  the  mind 
games  the  officials  and  cooperative  inmates 
here  play.  I  have  been  able  to  read  your  great 
paper  (GCN)  and  it  has  been  an  inspiration  in 
dealing  with  this  cesspool.  The  uninformed  here 
do  not  really  understand  how  AIDS  is  growing 
among  us.  And  the  slavery  attitude  makes  of¬ 
ficials  and  prisoners  alike  believe  it  doesn’t  real¬ 
ly  matter  anyway.  I  would  like  to  hear  from 
anyone  outside  who  would  like  to  comment  on 
this  or  just  like  to  share  some  of  the  happenings 
in  their  area.  Thank  you.  David  B.  ELLIS, 
Camp  J  Cuda  3-R-8,  LA  State  Prison,  Angola 
LA  70712. 


Lonely  gay  male,  32,  would  like  to  write  gays 
bi’s  and  lesbians.  Can  receive  mail  from  other 
prisoners.  Don’t  want  money,  only  friendship. 
Mike  HARDIN,  363300,  Ellis  2,  Huntsville  TX 
77340. 


I’m  40,  long  hair,  and  a  beard  that  I  don’t  like 
but  it  gets  the  man  off  my  back.  I’m  a  biker  and 
lost  a  leg  about  10  years  ago,  but  I  get  around 
just  fine.  I’m  into  cross  dressing  and  bondage 
and  I  like  he-she’s.  Any  penpal  would  be  nice  to 
write  to.  Terry  JOYNT,  1003,  2500  Westgate, 
Pendleton  OR  9J801. 


UPON  LEAVING  THE  CHttWtHAlL.. 

Upon  leaving  the  chow  hall  Sat.  afternoon  I 
found  myself  bored  as  usual,  so  I  went  into  the 
dayroom  of  my  cell  block  With  no  plans  until... 
I  looked  across  the  room  and  noticed  a  copy 
of...  “Gay  Community  News”!  I  had  never 
heard  of  such  a  paper  or  even  thought  it  existed. 
I  really  enjoyed  the  paper  and  would  like  to  say 
GCN  is  doing  a  beautiful  job  as  a  nation  of  peo¬ 
ple  standing  up  for  and  speaking  out  for  what 
you  believe.  I  would  also  like  to  meet  some  new 
friends  in  your  prisoners  seeking  friends  sec 
tion.  Montrail  DANIELS,  441496,  Box  16, 

Lovelady  TX  75851.  _ __ 

I‘m  looking  for  a  person  with  a  sense  of  humor 
and  a  willingness  to  carry  on  a  conversation  for 
a  while.  My  hobbies  are  writing  poems,  all 
sports,  camping,  cooking,  conversation  and 
electronics.  I  have  a  high  school  education  and 
one  year  of  college,  and  an  associates  degree  in 
heating  and  air-conditioning.  Stoney  HOB- 
SON,  873076,  Box  41,  Michigan  City  IN  46360. 


A  very  special  friend  of  mine  said  you  could 
help  a  lonely  down  and  out  guy  find  a  penpal 
who  can  bring  me  a  little  intelligent  conversa¬ 
tion.  Thank  you  for  helping  out  us  guys  that  the 
world  doesn’t  understand  very  well  or  want  to 
usually.  Jeff  WHITE,  C-71392,  Box  3456, 
4B2R-02/SHU,  Corcoran  CA  93212. 

* 
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5  Thursday  □  Broadway  star 
and  cabaret  diva  Sharon 
McKnight  performs  at  Club 
Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
8pm.  $12,  $15.  536-0972 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 

30  Saturday 

Boston  □  Gay  Rights  Grass  Roots  Fund  holds  a  “Luv 
to  Luv"  party  at  Villa  Victoria  in  the  South  End.  8pm. 
Tix:  $15,  available  at  Fritz,  Luxor,  Box  Office  Video  and 
at  the  door. 

October  I  Sunday 

Somerville  □  Gays  &  Lesbians  of  Somerville  & 
Surroundings  potluck  dinner  and  social  gathering.  7pm 
Lisa,  628-2532  or  Mike,  628-2643. 

Boston  □  Chiltem  Mountain  Club’s  35-mile  bike  ride 
in  Southern  Maine.  Gene,  207-361-1630. 

2  Monday 

Boston  □  Am  Tikva  sponsors  lecture  by  Hadar  Namir, 
a  member  of  Agudah,  an  Israeli  gay  organization,  on  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights  in  Israel.  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  8pm.  782-8894. 

Boston  □  Boston  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  Against 
Defamation  meets  at  338  Newbury  Street,  Room  202. 
8- 1 0pm.  868-0416. 

Boston  □  Rosie  Jimenez  Day  reproductive 
freedom  march  and  rally.  5:30pm:  demonstrate  for 
restoration  of  health  and  reproductive  services  at  Boston 
City  Hospital.  6:30pm:  silent  vigil  with  candles  from 
hospital  to  Copley  Square.  7pm:  Rally  with  speakers  and 
music  from  Flor  de  Cana  and  On  the  Line.  782-1056. 

3  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Lobby  Day  for  Lesbian/Gay  Civil  Rights 
Bill,  meet  in  Nurses  Hall,  State  House.  l-5pm.  828-3039. 


6  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  Come  anytime  between  5  and  approx¬ 
imately  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back 
Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Rock  against  Rape  to  benefit  local  rape 
crisis  centers  at  MIT,  Student  Center,  84  Mass  Ave.  9pm. 
$3.  225-6402. 


7  Saturday 

Boston  □  Chris  Williamson  &  Teresa  Trull  perform 
in  concert  at  the  Berkelee  Performance  Center,  136  Mass. 
Ave.  5pm  &  9pm.  $18.  &  $16.  641-1010. 

Boston  □  Clean  &  Sober  Dance  for  the  lesbian  &  gay 
community.  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  Street.  9pm- 1  am. 
$5. 

Cambridge  □  National  Lesbian/Gay  Soccer  Tour¬ 
nament  12  teams  competing  from  U.S.  &  Canada. 
Through  10/9.  I0am-3pm.  Jeff,  876-7612  or  Karin, 
625-0670. 

9  Monday 

Boston  □  Am  Tikva,  Boston's  community  of  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Jews,  will  hold  a  Yom  Kippur  Service  &  Potluck  Break¬ 
fast.  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  2nd  Floor,  338  Newbury 
Street.  782-8894.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Civil  Rights 

holds  organizing  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  7:30pm.  776-6956. 

1 0  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Sojourner  Open  House  to  see  Soj’s 
“plush”  new  office  at  1050  Comm.  Ave.,  Suite  305. 
5-8pm.  661-3567. 

Newton  □  Healing  Service  for  all  affected  by  AIDS  at 
St.  Jean  the  Evangelist  Church,  253  Watertown  Street. 
7:30pm.  628-7665. 


Cambridge  □  GAMIT  Friday  the  13th  dance  at  the 

MIT  Student  Center,  84  Mass.  Ave.  9pm.  $3  with  student 
I.D.,  $4  without.  253-5440. 

1 4  Saturday 

Boston  □  BBWN/BBMN  Dim  Sum  Brunch  meet 
under  the  Chinatown  arch.  10:45am.  $6-8  per  person. 
BIS-MOVE. 


Weekly  events 


Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice,  radio  for  gay/lesbian 
community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR  98.5  FM. 
10/1  John  Tansy  on  coming  out  against  resistance,  10/8 
Teenagers'  coming  out  stories. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  10/2  Lesbian  Rights  and 
the  Legal  System,  10/9  no  meeting.  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  I  st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8- 1 0pm. 
742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  New  Gay  &  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  10/3  Dealing 
with  lovers  &  friends,  10/10  Are  you  sitting  on  the  fence? 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-IOpm.  354-8807. 


Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  10/3 
Gay  Portrayal  in  Film,  10/10  Guilt.  The  Women’s  Center 
(see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  for  Sobriety,  a  self-help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9: 30pm.  354-8807 

Arlington  □  Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbians  &  Gays 

meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:30pm.  Info: 
547-2440  or  508-562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons’  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women’s  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $IO-$35  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women's  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 

for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWaRCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 
grief.  Short-term.  Women's  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 


Boston  □  Rally  for  the  Lesbian/Gay  Civil  Rights 
Bill  at  the  State  House.  Speakers,  entertainment, 
refreshments.  5:30pm.  617/828-3039  or  536-2104. 

Cambridge  □  Margaret  Drabble,  acclaimed  British 
novelist,  gives  a  rare  public  rejdirig.  Brattle  Theatre, .40. 
Brattle  Street.  5:30pnwH4-520l.  'dOhT'  * 
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4  Wednesday 

Boston  □  MASS  ACT  OUT,  Boston’s  only  les/gay 
direct  action  group,  holds  a  very  important  meeting  to 
decide  its  fate.  338  Newbury  Street.  8pm. 

5  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Sharon  McKnight,  Broadway  star  and 
cabaret  diva,  performs  at  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus 
Avenue.  8pm.  $12,  $15.  536-0972. 

Boston  □  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  holds 
meeting  for  volunteers.  338  Newbury  Street,  2nd  floor. 
7pm.  267-0900. 


!  I  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Intro  to  Massage,  a  3-week  workshop  spon¬ 
sored  by  FCHC's  Living  Well  series;  also  10/18  &  10/25. 
338  Newbury  Street.  6-8pm.  Robb  or  Paul,  267-0900. 

'Thursday  - 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  AIDS  —  Where  Is  The  Left!  forum 
featuring  Wyne  S’Wright  of  Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition, 
Hortenzia  Amaro  of  Latin  America  Health  Network,  Neal 
Rzepkowski  of  FCHC,  and  Margaret  Cerullo  of  ‘Radical 
America.'  J.P.  High.  7:30pm.  524-3541. 

13  Friday 

Boston  □  Cesar  Chavez  speaks  and  The  Flirtations 

perform  in  a  joint  benefit  for  the  United  Farm  Workers 
and  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  at  New 
England  Hall,  225  Clarendon  Street.  8pm.  $10  advance, 
$12  at  the  door.  267-0900. 

Brookline  □  Swingtime,  lesbian,  gay  and  bi  swing  and 
ballroom  dance.  185  Corey  Road,  2nd  floor.  8:30pm.  $4. 


By  Nan  Donald 

When  lesbian  activist/performer 
Jenifer  Firestone  saw  boycotted 
fruit  being  served  at  gay  and  lesbian 
events  in  Boston  she  also  saw  a  coalition  in 
need  of  creation. 

“The  gay/lesbian  community  has  faced 
the  loss  of  so  many  lives  because  we  are 
queer  and  therefore  considered  expendable. 
We  aren’t  the  only  ones,  though.  Since  high 
school  I’ve  followed  the  United  Farm  Work¬ 
ers’  (UFW)  struggle  for  safe  working  condi¬ 
tions.  I  wanted  my  community  to  do  its  part 
to  support  another  community  suffering 
similar  unnecessary  losses  because,  as 
Hispanic  people,  they  are  also  considered 
expendable,”  Firestone  said. 

“Too  often,  I  noticed  grapes  being  served 
at  gay  fundraisers  because  our  community 
was  ignorant  about  the  grape  boycott.  I 
could  no  longer  tolerate  the  irony  of  raising 
money  to  fight  AIDS  at  the  expense  of 
another  people’s  health.  A  joint  benefit  for 
the  farm  workers  and  the  Fenway  Commu¬ 
nity  Health  Center  (FCHC),  [a  local  gay-ori¬ 
ented  facility  which  is  building  a  new  HIV 
treatment  center]  seemed  like  a  good  way  to 
make  the  connection.” 

After  initial  discussion  with  the  UFW  and 
FCHC,  Firestone  contacted  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Labor  Activists  Network 
(GALLAN),  a  local  group  that  promotes 
the  rights  of  lesbian  and  gay  workers.  The 
three  organizations  have  created  an  event 
that  none  could  have  organized  separately. 

Allies  for  the  ’90s:  United  for  Health,  will 
feature  UFW  President  Cesar  Chavez  and 
New  York  City’s  gay  a  capella  group,  The 
Flirtations.  The  event  will  be  held  Friday 
October  13  at  8  p.m.  at  New  England  Hall, 
225  Clarendon  Street,  Boston. 

“As  our  first  political  event,  we  are  hop¬ 
ing  to  raise  people’s  consciousness  around 
health  issues,  and  to  gain  increased  visibility 
for  the  gay /lesbian  constituency  in  labor,” 
says  GALLAN  member  Harneen  Chernow 
of  Women  in  the  Building  Trades  and 
District  65,  United  Auto  Workers. 

Susan  Moir,  a  steward  for  United  Steel¬ 
workers  of  America,  Local  8751  and  a 
GALLAN  member  explains,  “A  major  con¬ 
cern  of  ours  is  health,  because  we  see  our 
gay  brothers  dying  of  AIDS  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  society  doing  nothing  about  it. 
Farm  workers  have  that  same  imperative. 
People  are  dying  because  of  irresponsible 


United  for  Health  benefit 
joins  farm  workers  and 
gay  community 


**: 


Cesar  Chavez 


pesticide  use  for  no  other  reason  than  profit. 
That’s  what  the  grape  boycott  is  about.” 

The  three  key  boycott  demands  are:  stop¬ 
ping  the  use  of  dangerous  pesticides;  setting 
up  a  joint  UFW/growers  pesticide  testing 
program;  and  free  and  fair  union  elections 
and  contract  bargaining  for  farm  workers. 

Roberto  De  la  Cruz,  national  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  UFW  and  the  New  England 
manager  of  the  boycott,  agrees  that  the 
struggles  of  the  farm  workers  and  the 


gay/lesbian  community  are  intertwined: 
“Cesar  Chavez  and  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  have  had  a  long-standing  rela¬ 
tionship.  When  Cesar  was  starting  the  UFW 
in  the  early  ’60s,  gays  and  lesbians  were  the 
ones  who  came  and  supported  him.” 

De  la  Cruz  also  notes  that  the  UFW 
fought  against  the  homophobic  Briggs  In¬ 
itiative  in  California  in  1978  and  that 
Chavez  was  the  only  labor  leader  to  speak  at 
the  1987  National  March  on  Washington  for 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights. 

Allies  for  the  ’90s  will  provide  a  special 
opportunity  for  the  lesbian/gay  community 
to  again  demonstrate  its  support  for  the 
UFW.  De  la  Cruz  explains  that  “the  upcom¬ 
ing  benefit  will  mark  the  first  time  that 
Cesar  Chavez  has  come  to  the  Boston  area 
since  he  broke  his  last  year’s  36-day  water- 
only  fast  to  protest  the  use  of  pesticides  that 
are  harming  and  killing  farm  workers  and 
consumers. 

“The  benefit  will  help  us  to  set  up  an  in¬ 
tensified  table  grape  boycott  here.  Since 
Boston  is  the  fifth  largest  grape  consuming 
city  in  North  America,  it  is  one  of  our  top 
priorities.” 

A  coalition  challenge 

An  unexpected  telephone  call  September 
13  from  a  representative  of  the  Ironworkers 
Union  temporarily  froze  planning  for  the 
event,  and  put  the  developing  coalition  be¬ 
tween  FCHC,  the  lesbian/gay  community 
and  the  labor  community  to  an  exacting  test. 

Fenway’s  new  HIV  treatment  facility  is 
slated  to  be  constructed  in  a  building  shell 
donated  by  controversial  real  estate  devel¬ 
oper  Harold  Brown  of  Hamilton  Realty. 
The  Ironworkers  had  called  Fenway  to 
notify  it  that  Brown  was  planning  to  use 
non-union  labor  to  construct  the  shell. 
Representatives  from  Fenway  met  with 
GALLAN  that  same  day. 

“This  was  a  concrete  realization  of  what 
coalition  building  is  all  about.  To  proceed 
with  the  benefit  and  with  our  continued 
alliance,  Fenway  and  the  labor  community 
had  to  come  to  an  agreement,”  Chernow 
says. 

“While  recognizing  the  importance  of 
building  an  HIV  community  treatment 
center,  as  labor  activists  and  GALLAN 
members  we  also  support  improving  the 
standard  of  living  for  Boston  working  peo¬ 
ple  and  know  that  union  labor  is  the  only 
way  to  go.  For  example,  union  workers  have 
health  insurance  benefits  and  safety  guaran¬ 
tees  on  the  job,  unlike  non-union  workers. 
Also,  union  builders  are  the  only  ones  that 
even  come  close  to  enforcing  the  Boston  Job 
Ordinance  —  which  requires  using  a 
minimum  of  50  percent  Boston  workers,  25 
percent  women  workers  and  25  percent 
minority  workers,”  Chernow  explains. 

A  week-long  flurry  of  meetings  between 
Continued  on  page  10 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor  Activist  Network 

presents 


Cesar  Chavez  The  Flirtations 


President 

United  Farm  Workers 


New  York's  hottest 
Gay  A  Capella  Group 


Benefit  for  the  United  Farm  Workers  and  Fenway  Community  Fieaith  Center 

Friday  October  13  •  8  pm 

New  England  Hall  •  225  Clarendon  Street,  Boston 

admission:  tickets  available  at: 


$  10  in  advance 
$  12  at  the  door 


Glad  Day  Book  Store  •  Copley  Flair 
New  Words  Book  Store  •  Red  Book  Store 
for  information:  call  267-0900 


For  Your  Health  &  Ours 

BOYCOTT  GRAPES 


Wheel  chair 
accessible 


ASL  interpreted 


